LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE
GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING
Northampton Community College
November 12, 2013
7:30 PM
Exec. Director:

Robert Rooney

E-mail:

info@lvysl.org

League Tel.:

(484) 319-7881

League Address: PO Box 273, Parker Ford, PA 19457
League Web Site: http://www.lvysl.org
State Office; Tel.: “EPYSA”, 4070 Butler Pike, Suite 100, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462; (800) 562-7485
*

*

*

Call to Order:

Gus Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:38 PM.

Roll Call:

Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs
attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*

*

*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
As a first order of business, the August 13, 2013 minutes were read and unanimously approved.
SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Alex Carrington (Philadelphia Union)
Greg Imming (Philadelphia Union)
Gus introduced Messrs. Carrington and Imming from the Philadelphia Union who spoke for a few minutes
regarding the Philadelphia Union soccer club and provided the handout attached as Annex B. Greg
indicated that the purpose of their brief presentation was to familiarize the member clubs with upcoming
events at PPL Park and provide information regarding ticket packages and Philadelphia Union points of
contact. Alex and Greg are two of the Union employees assigned to act as liaisons to each LVYSL club
as indicated on the handout. At the close of the presentation, Greg gave an autographed Philadelphia
Union team picture to Gus, who later gave it to a member club selected at random from the sign-in sheet.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Gus Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)
Gus indicated that he wanted to cover his few topics under old/new business at the end of the meeting.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Rob Rooney
Rob reported that the LVYSL Fall 2013 short season weekend (Round Robin) will be held during the
weekend of Nov. 23 and 24 at the Lehigh County fields. Registration is closed, and there are four teams
participating in the U18 boys division, comprised of three U15 teams and one U18 team. Only one girls’
team registered so there will be no girls division.
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Each team will be scheduled to play three games, which is the minimum number of games required to be
scheduled in an EPYSA sanctioned league to qualify for State Cup. Teams must only play one of those
three scheduled games in order to qualify so in the event of rain, there will not be a make-up date as long
as each team plays at least one game.
The 35th Annual Lehigh Valley Youth Soccer League Tournament will be held on Jun. 7 and 8, 2014. All
of the required approval paperwork has been prepared and is expected to be submitted to EPYSA on
Nov. 13. The application and website for the tournament (http://www.lehighvalleytournament.com/) should
be on line by mid-December.
Rob finished by stating that the last weekend of the Fall ‘13 season was the upcoming weekend and all of
the divisions, except for U13 Boys, Div. 2, were decided. He had the Fall ‘13 season winner’s medals
and distributed them before and after the meeting.
In response to a question, Rob stated that he would post the league by-laws and Rules of Play in an
easily accessible part of the league website as they are currently posted in the pages of the website
dedicated to each season.
VP OF OPERATIONS REPORT
Greg Ramos (Lehigh Valley United FC)
Not present.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)
Rich reported that the 2012 LVYSL financial report is completed (a copy is attached as Annex C) and
that the required state and federal tax filings (Form 990, BC-10) were completed, signed and mailed by
their respective deadlines. He had copies of all of the documents available for review by member clubs at
the meeting. For 2012, the league reported an operating loss of $8,365.
Rich wrote checks during the period for the following expenses:
-

$1,778 to the league scheduler;
$3,400 to the referee assignor (paid in monthly installments);
$1,728 to Gina Keys for her work as a league registrar and for office expenses;
$1,556 to Manuela Tufano for her work as a league registrar and for office expenses;
$150 for an outdoor tournament bill (ATV) that came in late;
$749 to East Penn Self Storage for the annual fee for the LVYSL storage locker;
$28,215 to EPYSA for Spring ‘13 registration fees;
$199 to Crown Trophy for the Spring ‘13 medals; and
$1,300 to East Penn PC for one-half of the annual charge for website hosting and maintenance.

There are still bills to be paid to the remaining registrars for their work as league registrars and for office
expenses, East Penn PC ($450) for website services and Crown Trophy ($498) for Fall ‘13 medals.
The bank balances at October 31, 2013 were $96,460 compared to $106,360 at October 31, 2012. The
difference of approximately $9,900 corresponds to the reported operating loss for 2012. This is due
primarily to the loss of large-sided girls’ teams that didn’t play in Fall ‘13 season but are expected to play
in the Spring ‘14 season. In addition, outdoor tournament profit is down year over year, and this year the
league paid two of the league registrars in October whereas last year they were paid in November. Lastly,
the league received approximately $70,000 in entrance fees from July – October of this year compared to
approximately $73,000 during the same period last year.
After the meeting, Rich provided an update on the outdoor tournament:
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-

Total revenue was $37,412 (with $34,735 coming from entrance fees, $1,599 from t-shirt sales
and $1,078 from vendors);
Total expenses were $25,947; and
Profit was $11,465.

GAMES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS
Girls/Boys Game’s Commissioner and League Scheduler
Bob Eaton
Bob reported that 190 teams played in LVYSL during the Fall ‘13 season resulting in the scheduling of
almost 900 games. Of those games, 73 game change requests were approved with over 70% of those
approved games being due to field availability plus a few one-off reasons. A little less than 30 games
were denied due to the timing of the request not falling within the league guidelines or due to an invalid
reason for the request.
One of the biggest challenges with the Fall ‘13 schedule was the number of teams that were added and
dropped at the last minute by two clubs. There were 18 teams added or dropped past the deadline and a
single club added 11 teams late. Because of the large number of teams added late, divisions and
schedules were affected. Bob did receive positive feedback from the self-scheduling clubs, but he
indicated that some clubs provided very limited field availability and therefore that makes it hard to
schedule them.
A question arose regarding the splitting of A/B teams in the U10 division, and Gus explained that teams at
the lower age level are not grouped by ability but by geographic location.
REGISTRARS’ REPORT
Kris Campbell (Parkland Area Soccer Club)
Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)
Gina Keys (Lehigh Valley United SC) - Not present.
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)
Manuela Tufano (FC Pocono)
Nothing to report.
EPYSA
Wim Roset
Wim reported that youth soccer registration is down overall this year so there is some discussion ongoing
at EPYSA regarding fundraising and increasing insurance fees. In addition, clubs are now responsible for
paying the fees for background checks.
The members had a discussion in response to a question regarding insurance fees and the insurance
coverage provided by EPYSA. Two policies cover member clubs and affiliates automatically with their
membership in Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer: General Liability and Excess Accident.
General Liability: Each affiliate is covered by a General Liability policy that contains the core coverage,
and an umbrella policy that raises the limits of the General Liability policy. This is the basic coverage for
the main exposure of Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer, which are claims of bodily injury or property
damage (of others). This is the critical coverage requested by field owners of rented fields. The certificate
of insurance clubs ask for is really a proof of insurance to the field owners that they are covered when an
injured player sues the field owner, or when a player damages a port-a-john, breaks a car windshield, etc.
Excess Accident Insurance: Players, coaches’ volunteers etc… are covered by an Excess (Secondary)
Accident policy. This is commonly, but perhaps mistakenly, referred to as “medical” insurance. This policy
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provides additional coverage, as a secondary policy after an individual’s personal primary insurance is
accessed. There is a deductible, meaning a portion of the expenses, the first $250 under our policy, is the
individual’s responsibility.
Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer has established a grants program. This grant program will help
recreation programs within Eastern Pennsylvania who are in need of assistance to maintain and grow
their recreation programs. Each grant will be awarded to those organizations that intend to operate a
soccer-specific program in Eastern Pennsylvania and that coincides with US Youth Soccer’s mission to
foster the physical, mental and emotional growth and development of America’s youth through the sport
of soccer at all levels. Grant amounts will be determined by the number of applicants and the needs of
each applicant. All affiliates of Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer with a recreation program that has
been in existence for least two years and that are in good standing are eligible to apply. Members can
apply and receive the grant only in non-consecutive years.
The NSCAA 2014 Convention will be held in Philadelphia from Jan. 15-19, 2014, and EPYSA will have its
meeting on Jan. 18 at the convention.
The EPYSA Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Sunday, Mar. 9, 2014 at the Radisson in
Trevose, PA. The meeting is being held in conjunction with the 3rd Annual Awards Celebration, which is
scheduled for the night before on Mar. 8 .
REFEREE ASSIGNOR’S REPORT
Hal Grahn
Hal thanked the member clubs for the feedback that he received throughout the year through the game
reports. Coaches should report any issues directly to Hal through the game reports, and Hal addresses all
comments directly with the officials (and with coaches when they request a call back or a response).
Coaches are further reminded to go to the referees after the game to get their passes as it is difficult to
coordinate their retrieval once the referees have left.
He also reminded clubs, especially those that self-schedule, that they need to clear field conflicts before
putting in reschedule requests. In addition, any rescheduled games should be listed for a time that is
back-to-back with an existing game at the same field, if possible.
Finally, Hal stated that there is a need for new referee classes, especially in the Pocono area. He expects
to lose the high school age referees that will be going to college in the Fall. In response to a question, Hal
confirmed that prospective referees need to be at least 14 years of age on the test date, but can take/start
the class when they are still 13 years old.
OLD BUSINESS
In response to a question, the members discussed the minimum age requirements to get a coaching pass
in LVYSL. The Rules of Play provide that “ [n]o Coach shall be issued a pass from LVYSL until they reach
21 years of age. Those under 21 are still encouraged to assist in practices and take coaching courses
available to them. Coaches shall be issued just one pass per travel year.”
The members discussed the rule and the rationale for the rule.
NEW BUSINESS
Gus brought up a proposal to have a divisional review period in order to allow the league to catch (if
possible) and the teams to monitor whether or not all of their teams are registered with the league for the
applicable seasonal year and to also contest placement in the case of errors or lack of communication
between coaches and team registrars. After discussion, the league agreed to give teams 48 hours to
review and potentially contest divisional placement.
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GOOD OF THE GAME
Gus reminded clubs of the USA women’s national team success and good play, and encouraged member
teams to promote the games and professional and college soccer viewing in general to their players.
Pursuant to a random selection, Rich McGinnis of the St. Thomas More Soccer Club won the
autographed Philadelphia Union team picture.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING
Tuesday, March 11, 2014
7:30 PM
Northampton Community College
*

*

*

There being no other business, at 9:05 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento
Secretary

LVYSL 2013-11-12

Page 5 of 14

Annex A
1

Abington Soccer Club

2

Back Mountain Youth Soccer Association

3

Bethlehem Soccer Club

4

Carbon United Soccer Club

5

Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

6

Enco United

7

F.C. Pocono

8

Lower Macungie Youth Soccer Association

9

Nazareth Soccer Club

10

Northampton Soccer Club

11

Northwestern Soccer Club

12

Palisades Soccer Club

13

Parkland Area Soccer Club

14

Saucon Valley Soccer Club

15

St. Thomas More Soccer Club

16

South Parkland Youth Association

17

Southern Lehigh Soccer League

18

Tri-Boro Soccer Club
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Annex B
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Annex C
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