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*
*
Call to Order:
Paul Bento called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the November 10, 2009 minutes were read and unanimously approved.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Rob began the meeting by providing a brief update on the LVYSL indoor and outdoor tournaments. There is little to report regarding the outdoor tournament but the application is on-line and registration is open.
For the indoor tournament, the league has agreed to financial arrangements with the Turff Club. The boy's events will be played on Sat., February 13 with the girl's events being played on Mon., February 15.  The application deadline is Fri., February 5, 2010. The tournament will be open to teams from U9 to U14 and will be played at The Turff Club in Allentown, PA. More information regarding the indoor tournament is posted on the league’s tournament website at http://www.lvysl.org/tournament. There are 17/18 teams signed up, and we expect to have between 30-40 teams participating.

Rob next notified the members of the following dates for the Spring ’10 season:

· Team entrance period ends: Mon., March 1, 2010

· Division placements posted: Mon., March 8, 2010 

· Schedules posted: Sat., March 27, 2010 (approximate date; don’t call or email)
· Game weekends (8): April 10, 17 and 24, May 1, 8, 15 and 22; June 5; no games on Easter or Memorial Day (games to start on the weekend following Easter)
· LVYSL outdoor tournament: June 12 and 13

The league guarantees that teams will have at least 6 games but will try to schedule 8 games.

As a holdover item from the Fall ’09 season, Rob reminded clubs that had cancelled games that it was their obligation to make-up those games, and they could not decide unilaterally not to play.  In many cases fines were imposed for games that were not made up.  In the event that both teams decided not to play, forfeits were assessed to both teams. Rob also indicated that he met with division champions that requested medals prior to the holidays and had the rest of the medals available at the meeting.

League fees and fines for the Fall ’09 season have been posted to club accounts on the LVYSL website, and clubs should check their financial statements to make sure that they have paid all amounts due.  There may be some additional fees and fines posted once Ms. Garcia reviews the game reports and checks for ineligible players. In addition, Rob reminded clubs that they must replenish their bond ($50 per team up to a maximum of $400) if their bond was depleted due to Fall ’09 fines and fees.

EPYSA


Wim Roset

Not present.

Wim was not present at the meeting but provided his report to Rob who relayed the following EPYSA information to member clubs:

· The NSCAA convention will be held in Philadelphia from Jan. 14 – 17, 2010 (Thurs.-Fri.-Sat.).  The MLS super-draft as well as various other events including presentations and attendance by the Philadelphia Independence, the new women’s pro soccer team in Philadelphia, will be featured.
Rob also informed the members of the passing of Frank Olszewski, Sr., a major supporter of soccer in the Lehigh Valley and an active participant in EPYSA matters who often attended LVYSL meetings with Wim. Rob reported that the LVYSL Board had discussed an appropriate way to honor Frank and his numerous contributions to soccer in the Lehigh Valley and decided to make a one-time donation of $1,000 in Mr. Olszewski’s name to the Lehigh Valley Soccer Scholarship Fund ($500 for the girls and $500 for the boys). This is in addition to the annual LVYSL donation of $500 for the girls and $500 for the boys scholarship funds.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 
Not present.
Rich Mitstifer was not present at the meeting to give the Treasurer’s report so Mr. Bento provided the following report from the Board’s Jan. 5 meeting:

The league’s tax returns and financial report for the year ended December 31, 2008 have been completed by the league’s accountants, Loch, Elsenbaumer, Newton & Co.  The report shows a cash balance of $57,339 which reflects an increase of $31,146 in 2008 primarily due to collection of past due amounts and the influx of new teams in 2008.  On a yearly basis, the league budgets a positive cash flow of approximately $4,000 to $5,000.

At December 31, 2009, the league had approximately $86,500 in its accounts and about $2,000 in checks paid to referees for cancellations, forfeits, etc. have yet to be cashed.

The IRS on-site audit for 2007 was completed on December 28, 2009, and the IRS agent, who was at the offices of league’s accountants for approximately 6 hours, reviewed documentation and interviewed Mr. Mitstifer and the accountants.   The only significant audit issue that was highlighted by the IRS agent was the league’s failure to issue 1099’s to individuals that performed work (in excess of the statutory annual payment threshold of $600) for the league in 2007.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David indicated that most of his agenda items had been covered by Rob during his report.

VP OF OPERATIONS REPORT
Greg Ramos – (Lehigh Valley United FC) 

Not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David reminded clubs to use the form (available on the LVYSL website) to request any special accommodations or requirements for divisional placement.  This form should be submitted by email to David.

As a reminder, LVYSL’s Rules of Play (updated last Spring and located on the LVYSL website) (i) do not allow an appeal process for division placement, (ii) allow for individual team input on scheduling games and then do not allow any further convenience reschedules except pursuant to the Rules of Play, (iii) allow teams to request four weekend days off, and (iv) provide for block scheduling which may require teams to play at different times and on both Saturday and Sunday instead of one set time period.
Requests for specific days off should be made on the season entrance form comments section.  If scheduling mistakes occur, David will fix them as long as teams have documented their days off request in their season entrance form.

Rob added that medals in the Spring are only awarded to U-15 and above boys age groups as the Spring is their primary season.

In response to a question, Rob confirmed that new Spring team registration packets are due to club registrars by Sun., Feb. 21.

Girls game’s commissioner

Bob Eaton (LV Magic SC)
Not present.

REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)

Gina Keys (Lehigh Valley United SC)

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)

Not present.

REFEREE ASSIGNOR’S REPORT 

Hal Grahn
Not present.
OLD BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS

A member club whether anyone knew the dates for the State Cup, and Rob advised them to check the EPYSA website. 
The members next considered the application of the Lower Valley Soccer Club, located in the Scranton/Mountain Top area and formed in July 2009, for entry into LVYSL. Representatives of the club indicated that they expect to have U-14 and U-16 boys teams for the Spring season and had been playing in the Northeast League but were seeking to join LVYSL for better competition.  After a vote, the members approved the application.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, February 9, 2010
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 7:56 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	2
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	3
	Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

	4
	East Side Youth Center

	5
	East Stroudsburg FC

	7
	FC Freedom

	8
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	9
	Lower Valley SC

	10
	Nazareth Soccer Club

	11
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	12
	PA Shooting Stars FC

	13
	Quakertown Soccer Club

	14
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	15
	South Parkland Youth Association

	16
	Stroudsburg United Soccer Club

	17
	Valley Soccer Club
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