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Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:34 PM.
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the February 16, 2010 minutes were read and unanimously approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David began the meeting by noting that Spring ’10 season preparations were under way and that Kathy Garcia had represented the league at the Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association’s 2010 Annual General Meeting. Kathy’s report from the AGM is attached as Annex B.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Rob reported that the outdoor tournament application is open on the tournament website and applications were coming in at about the same pace as last year.  The bulk of the applicants usually enter during the last month prior to the tournament date.  Rob further indicated that there were a number of out of state teams that have already applied, and clubs would have an opportunity to compete against different teams. Lastly, Rob reminded clubs to submit their payments for the Spring ’10 season as the scheduling process is underway.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 
Not present.
Rich was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following update via email: as of February 28, 2010, LVYSL had a combined balance of $81,039 compared to a combined balance of $65,086 at February 28, 2009. There have been no significant expenses except for normal payroll expenses.

VP OF OPERATIONS REPORT
Greg Ramos – (Lehigh Valley United FC) 

Not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David stated that he was a little behind schedule with Spring ’10 season preparations due to allowing late entry to a few teams.  He expects that all teams and divisions should be finalized to take into account the late entries by the evening of Mar. 9, and thereafter he and Bob will begin the scheduling process.  David reiterated that the goal is to create block scheduling as much as possible in order to optimize the use of referees and to benefit clubs that have snack stands and other activities that would benefit from having most games occur back-to-back instead of sporadically throughout a day. As a reminder, David noted that referee assignors can also request changes to schedules in order to accommodate referee assignments.
Girls game’s commissioner

Bob Eaton (LV Magic SC)
Bob indicated that he added another girls team just this evening (late entry) and that the division placements had been modified to group teams in divisions with just 1 or 2 teams into the next closest division. 
In response to a question, David indicated that games will be scheduled both on Saturdays and Sundays and that the league would attempt to schedule 8 games per team but would schedule 6 games at a minimum.  While the initial schedule will not have any weeknight games, they are allowed, and weeknight games can be rescheduled as long as the reschedule request meets the criteria set forth in the Rules of Play.
REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)

Gina Keys (Lehigh Valley United SC)
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)
Not present.

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)
Kathy provided the following statistics:
· 204 teams entered for the Spring ’10 season (3 late entries are not included in statistics - total 207)
· Out of the 204 teams, 23 are new teams and 181 are returning second season teams

· 264 total primary teams in LVYSL for ’09-’10 (including 240 for the Fall and Round Robin)

· 28 U9 teams (17 boys/11 girls)

· 41 U10 teams (23 boys/18 girls)

· 45 U11 teams (25 boys 8v8; 20 girls 8v8)

· 38 U12 teams (19 boys [x3 8v8 and x16 11v11]; 19 girls [x6 8v8 and x13 11v11]

· 42 teams list LVYSL as a secondary league (does not mean they actually play in the league)
· 54 total 8v8 teams at U11 and U12

· 24 LVYSL teams indicated that they are participating in the State Cup – Spring ‘10

The 207 teams for the Spring ’10 season is down from 216 teams in 2009.  Since 2003, Spring registration has fluctuated between a high of 233 teams (2008) and a low of 207 teams (2010).

Kathy reminded clubs that signatures will not be required on player passes for next season (with a few exceptions for out-of-state and regional tournaments).  Due to various rule changes, the registrar’s meeting for this year (to be held on April 13) will be mandatory.
Lastly, Kathy recited various items from the AGM which are attached to her report in Annex B.
REFEREE ASSIGNOR’S REPORT 

Hal Grahn
Hal stated that coaches should contact him by telephone as soon as the State Cup matches are posted so that he can reassign the referees.  They should not simply initiate on-line reschedule requests as there may be a time lag before the other coach responds which would result in no notification being sent via the system to Hal during that interim period.  Hal expects a call as soon as State Cup schedules are posted.
Rob added that calling Hal on Friday before a Saturday game does not give Hal enough time to reschedule referees so clubs will have to pay the referees that do not get reassigned in addition to any other applicable fees.

In addition, for weather related issues, Hal must get a telephone call at least 2 hours prior to game time and preferably earlier.  Coaches or field coordinators should call as soon as possible.

As a reminder for the start of the Spring season, coaches need to be prepared. They should ensure that nets, corner flags, fields, line-ups, player numbers on roster, etc. are in order prior to the start of the game.
Hal also reiterated that coaches should not address officials, especially youth officials, with officiating issues. They should report any issues directly to Hal through the game reports. Hal investigates and gets back to the coach once the investigation is completed.  

David reminded coaches of the reschedule policy. Requests for schedule changes once the season begins will be allowed for the following reasons: 

· State Cup Match Conflict. 

· Soccer Tournament Conflict. 

· Loss of Field – Due to closure or unplayable conditions. 

· Cancelled match due to weather related conditions. 

In addition, David allows referee assignors input and to request changes to schedules in order to accommodate referee assignments.  Player illness or any other unforeseen matter is not a valid reason to request a reschedule, and clubs need only seven players to be present in order to field a team for 11v11.
EPYSA


Wim Roset

Wim reported that Annual Youth Soccer Workshop 2010 was held on Sat, Mar. 6 in Downingtown and the 2010 Annual General Meeting was held on Sun, Mar. 7 at the Radisson Hotel-Valley Forge. Wim added to some of the items that are in Kathy’s notes from the AGM as follows:
· EPYSA wants to refer to itself as Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association in order to build brand recognition.

· Mike Barr prepared a coaching handout, and it should be available from the Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association.

· Various ODP coaches did presentations at the workshop, and they were well received.

· Hempfield is seeking to host the Region I National Cup in 2011 or 2012 in the Lancaster area which should provide an economic benefit to the area.  

· Maryland is now 8v8 from U12 down.

· Pennsylvania now offers three cups: Challenge Cup, President’s Cup and State Cup.
· There are various cash giveaways available to teams and other fundraising opportunities listed on the EPYSA website.
· Elections were held for three executive board positions at the AGM. Two new members were elected, Peter Dicce as Secretary and Herb Maguire as Treasurer. Registrar Donna Outt remains as Registrar.

· Delegates at the AGM adopted changes to the Constitution and by-laws addressing the elimination of the Executive Vice President position, removing the vote of the Past-president and establishing the responsibilities of the Chief Executive Officer.
· Cassie Denger of Nazareth SC was one of the winners of the Union League of Philadelphia Good Citizenship Awards.
Kathy added that Wim received the Service to Youth Award at the AGM, and the membership applauded Wim’s service award.
OLD BUSINESS

David reminded clubs that LVYSL officer/board elections will be held in June, and he encouraged teams to nominate new volunteers and to serve.
NEW BUSINESS

A member club asked whether there was an easy way to communicate to all member clubs. Rob and David discussed the league’s policy not to mass email members with individual club requests. LVYSL’s practice is to not send mass emails to member clubs that promote a specific club or its training program.  The Board will exercise its judgment on these matters and will make exceptions on a case-by-case basis within the confines of the overarching policy of not sending mass emails on behalf of individual clubs that could reasonably give the impression that it is promoting that club or its programs. LVYSL will continue to send mass emails on behalf of paid sponsors and in connection with philanthropic activities that promote soccer (for example, the mass email sent to member clubs requesting donations of excess soccer equipment and goals for an inner city soccer program).
As an alternative, clubs can use the Community Soccer Forum on the league’s website.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, April 13, 2010
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:09 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Abington Soccer Club

	2
	Berks Ajax

	3
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	4
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	5
	Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

	6
	Enco United

	7
	FC Freedom

	8
	Lower Macungie Youth Association

	9
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	10
	Northampton Soccer Club

	11
	Palisades Soccer Club

	12
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	13
	Quakertown Soccer Club

	14
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	15
	Slate Belt Youth Soccer Association

	16
	South Parkland Youth Association

	17
	Stroudsburg United Soccer Club

	18
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	19
	Valley Soccer Club


Annex B

Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association AGM Report

Sunday, March 7, 2010 Radisson Hotel Valley Forge

Secretary’s Report – Kim DiFiore

· Stroudsburg and Pocono Mtn will merge to form Keystone United for 2010-11

President’s Report – Bob McDade

· 2011-12 Hempfield will host the Region I National Cup on July 4th weekend bringing $15,000,000 potential income to the Lancaster area.  Will require all leagues, clubs and teams to volunteer to help with this event.

· EPYSA had record number of player & team registration this year even with the economy and more teams entered Cup play (both) than ever before.

· Regional Center of Excellence – best players, best fields, best trainers (not an Academy program) more a Select concept

· EPYSA had their first National Cup girls champion U18 FC Bucks Vipers.

· Cup will use for “Got Soccer” scheduling and score posting

· Charlotte Foundation, for players requiring scholarships (ODP), will have its first meeting in April anyone interested in helping please contact EPYSA

VP Travel Report – Jim Kuntz

· ODP will have U12 small-sided 4 boys and 4 girls

VP Recreational Report – Brian Tallarico

· USYSA has new corporate partner “Degree” deodorant who expects to give out 85,000 jerseys over the next few years starting in April look on the USYSA website for more details or call Brian for more info

Registrar – Donna Outt

· 2010-11 database will be ready for RG1 soon have executive boards get ready to do their RMA.  Database will be “red”

· Signatures not required on player or coach passes for in state play

· More detail and other changes will be explained by the league registrars

Ex Chief Operating Officer Report – Chris Branscome

· More professional attitude and approach – no more EPYSA full name usage

· New website which will include video streaming, blogging and twitter

· Mike Barr – now fulltime

· Looking for PR/Marketing director

· Recreational tournament will be held at W Chester SC, Thornburg Soccer park www.wcusc.org
· EPYSA new corporate partners are: Sunbelt box tops, Liberty Mutual grants, Sports Authority discount cards, Baymont Inns and Suites hotel discount

· Reminder USA vs. Turkey 5/29 at Lincoln Financial Field

· Philadelphia Union & Philadelphia Independence teams please support them

Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association AGM Report

Sunday, March 7, 2010 Radisson Hotel Valley Forge

Dir of Coaching – Mike Barr

· Coach Workbook/handbook, Best Methods Coach’s Workbook, stresses the academic approach / curriculum to teach kids

· Would like to meet with club Director of Coaching for Best Practices theorem

· Wants play day ideas and fun days

Business

· Budget passed

· Amendments all passed with the following changes:

· Succession order will be VP of Recreational , then VP of Travel

· BOD attendance allowable through teleconference

· Officers elected (uncontested) Secretary, Pete Dicce, Treasurer, Herb Maguire, State Registrar, Donna Outt

· District Commissioner (even numbers) – District 6 – Wim Roset / John Kukitz

· EPYSA Office moving to Plymouth Meeting

· Union League Good Citizen Awards given, area player Cassie Denger – Nazareth

· Service to Youth Award – Wim Roset

From the Floor


YMS acknowledged, PAGS, LVYSL and DELCO for going 8v8 at U11 & U12 but requested that EPYSA follow through on its commitment to encourage small-sided by only offering small-sided games in Cup play.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Garcia

LVYSL Representative
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