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*
*
*

Call to Order:
Rich Mitstifer called the meeting to order at 7:34 PM.
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the June 8, 2010 minutes were read and unanimously approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
[Vacant]
Rich noted that the President’s position is still open and a volunteer is needed to fill the position. Many of the league’s larger clubs are not represented on LVYSL’s Board of Directors, and Rich again appealed to the members to become more involved in league matters and to contribute their time and effort. It was also noted that the VP-Finance and Small-side Games Commissioner positions were vacant. Rich informed the members that the Board met in late June and Rob would report the information from the Board meeting.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Rob Rooney
Rob informed the members that he mailed the winner’s medals to those clubs that didn’t pick them up for the Spring season.  He also reported that the LVYSL tournament was held in June and that the weather cooperated so we stayed on schedule at both locations – Lehigh County Fields and Lehigh University.  130 teams participated in the tournament compared to 132 teams in 2009.
Highlights from the Board meeting are as follows:

Additional Signatories to LVYSL Bank Account. The Board decided to add Ms. Garcia and Mr. Bento as signatories (in addition to Mr. Mitstifer) to the accounts. Additionally, the Board decided that dual signature authority was not necessary due to the controls and checks and balances that were already in place, such as having the account statements available at league meetings. 
Changes to the Rules of Play. The Board adopted revised Rules of Play, including expanded rosters, game changes, referee payments for cancellations, penalty fee for abuse of the rescheduling system, limiting the number of people who can request a schedule game change to league representatives. The revised Rules of Play are posted on the LVSYL website at http://www.lvysl.org/clients/01LVYSL/docs/2010%20Spring/LVYSL%20Rules%20of%20Play%20(Revised%20July,%202010).doc.   The Board also requested that Ms. Garcia update the fee schedule to reflect the new $25 penalty fee for abuse of the automated rescheduling system. Rob reminded members that all coaches and clubs need to be familiar with the Rules of Play.
League Meeting Schedule. The Board discussed a proposal to have quarterly meetings, surveyed other league meeting schedules (i.e., PAGS , Delco) and decided to change league meetings from monthly to quarterly meetings in March, June, August and November. The meetings will still be held on the second Tuesday of the month and it may be necessary to schedule a separate Registrar’s meeting in the Spring.
Change to NSCAA Coaching Course Names. The NSCAA changed the names of their State, Regional, Adv. Regional, etc. coaching courses and Rob will update the league website to reflect the names of the new courses as follows:

New Youth Level I Diploma 

= 
Old Parent Coach Diploma
New Youth Level II  Diploma 

= 
Old State Diploma
New Youth Level III Diploma 

= 
Old Youth Diploma
New Youth Level IV  Diploma

= 
Old Advanced Youth Diploma
New Junior Level V Diploma 

= 
Old Regional Diploma
New Junior Level VI Diploma

= 
Old Advanced Regional Diploma

Above that, the names remain the same with the High School Coaches Diploma, DOC Diploma, National, Advanced National, Premier and Master Coach. Clubs should check with the league registrars to ensure that their coaches have the appropriate training.
VP OF OPERATIONS REPORT
Greg Ramos – (Lehigh Valley United FC) 

Greg reported on various items of interest relating to local soccer teams, including the fact that FC Sonic competed in the NPSL National Championship in Alabama and finished third; and Reading United, a team with local players, plays in the PDL which is the 4th division of US professional soccer.  Greg also informed member clubs that EPYSA has Best Practice/Coaching Handbooks available on its website, and they will provide it for free to anyone that places an order.
Try outs for EPYSA’s ODP program, which are being conducted and run on a regional basis, will begin on August 22nd for 99 birth year players. Try outs are at six different venues around the state and Lehigh Valley will be one of the regions for the U12 team. 98 birth year and older teams will still try-out and compete at centralized locations.

Wim added that Greg’s Lehigh Valley United U14 boys won the PA state and Eastern regional championships and finished 4th at US Youth Soccer National Championships at the Overland Park Soccer Complex in Overland Park, Kansas. At the same tournament the U19 Boys from EPYSA, FC Delco Hammerheads, finished second.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 
Rich had refund checks for the Fall ’09, Round Robin ’09 and Spring ’10 season for the following clubs: Back Mountain, Berks Ajax, Black Thunder, Carbon United, Deep Run, East Side Youth Center, East Stroudsburg, Enco FC, FC Freedom, FC Lehigh, Lower Valley, Northampton, Northwestern, PA Shooting Starts, Palisades, Parkland, Quakertown, Saucon Valley, Slate Belt, St. Josephs, Stroudsburg United, Ukranian Nationals, and West End. The total amount refunded is $3,890.50.

In addition, the following clubs owe money (more than nominal amounts) to LVYSL: Lower Macungie, LV Magic, Nazareth, Pocono Mountain, South Parkland and Valley.

At July 31, 2010 the league had $97,633 in its accounts compared to $99,730 at July 31, 2009. Deposits in July 2010 were approximately $15,900 compare to deposits of $17,800 during the same period year period.  As of July 2010 all tournament invoices (approximately 200 checks) have been paid, including approximately $12,000 paid to Lehigh University for the use of their fields. Last year, that invoice was only paid in October so that accounts for some of the difference. Rich also stated that he has the leagues’ account statements available at all league meetings and can share them with member clubs.
Rob wanted to clear up any confusion regarding the Sat. morning email notices that are sent to all members clubs.  Those emails are not invoices and clubs should not send in any money or request refunds based on them.  All checks to the league should be accompanied by the season entrance or a club financial statement, both of which are is available on the website.  In response to a suggestion, Rob indicated that he will modify the emails to make it clear that they are not invoices,

GAMES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Girls game’s commissioner and League Scheduler
Bob Eaton (LV Magic SC)
Bob reported that the scheduling process is underway and division placements should be completed by Aug. 11.  The target date for schedules is Sept. 1.  Rob reminded member clubs to tell coaches and parents that they should not be emailing or contacting Rob directly with scheduling (or other) questions. Clubs need to go through their league representatives.
Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

Dave informed the members that, like other leagues, LVYSL will now have a single paid league scheduler and that will be Bob.

In response to a question regarding whether the league will be offering an older boys division in the Fall, Rob responded that there was not enough interest as only 1 U15 and 1 U16 club had signed up.  We will reconsider at the end of the month or after school try-outs are completed in early September to determine if other clubs can be formed.  South Parkland indicated that they expect to have 1 or 2 teams.  If enough clubs present themselves, then we can have a delayed season for the older boys.
REFEREE ASSIGNOR’S REPORT 

Hal Grahn

Hal indicated that he would coordinate with Bob to make sure that the scheduling process maximizes the use of officials.  He also stated that he needs one or two clubs to sponsor a refereeing class. The league needs to replenish the referee pool, and the minimum age to become a referee is 14. In response to a question, Hal stated that a referee class needs to be coordinated with the state office and consists of 18 hours of instruction in both field and classroom settings.
As we prepare for the Fall season, Hal reiterated that coaches should ensure that nets, corner flags, fields, stamped line-ups with numbers, referee fees, etc. are in order prior to the start of the game. 
Hal again reminded teams to control their coaches and parents and to be respectful and not address officials, especially youth officials, with officiating issues. Coaches should report any issues directly to Hal through the game reports, and Hal addresses all comments directly with the officials (and with coaches when they request a call back or a response). In the event a game is cancelled due to weather, Hal must be notified by telephone (not email) at least 2 and preferably 3 hours prior to the game.  All cancellations for whatever reason should be called in to Hal. Lastly, Hal reminded coaches to err on the side of caution if a player is injured or appears injured and to remove an injured player from the game.
In response to a question, Hal stated it should not be a problem for an official if players have the same color jerseys but not exactly identical jerseys.

REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Not present.

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)
Kathy reminded clubs that they need to use line-ups from the EPYSA database that are dated and stamped. Coaches should not use handwritten or self-generated line-ups. Player photos should be clear and not blurry, and no hats or sunglasses should be worn in the photos. Team registration packets were due last Sunday and, as a reminder, no signatures are required for player passes for LVYSL league play.

Gina Keys (Tri-Boro SC, Lehigh Valley United SC)

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)
Nothing to add.
In response to a question, Rob indicated that there were 216 teams for the Fall 2010 season compared to 220 for the Fall 2009 season.

EPYSA


Wim Roset

The recent EPYSA meeting was held at the new EPYSA office at 4070 Butler Pike, Suite 100, Plymouth Meeting, PA  19462. EPYSA expects to have an updated website by the end of August.  Wim encouraged member clubs to emphasize coaching education and for coaches to continue obtaining more advanced licenses to better serve players.
 
OLD BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS

None.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.

NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, November 9, 2010
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College
*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:32 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
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