Approved Meeting Minutes

LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

January 8. 2008
7:30 PM

Office: 
Rob Rooney Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
TBA
Registrar’s Office:
610-799-5717
Office Hours
by Appointment
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485

Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:40PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

November minutes approved with the following changes: Wim added the date of the EPYSA workshop and added the name of the Soccer Start Youth Program that John Kukitz was nominated to head.  Motion to approve by LMYA –  Chuck Murphy and seconded by Stroudsburg – Diane Moxness.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

David Constant (LVM):
1. Discussed the request of UBSL to form an alliance with LVYSL in spring 2008 using UBSL scheduling procedure and LVYSL entry procedures.  The BOD will discuss this further and meet with them soon.
2. Appeals to the clubs to help nominate a secretary for the LVYSL.  Position requires approximately 50 hours per year which includes league general meetings, BOD meetings and possible five letters per year.  Please have them call David directly for more information.
3. Spring season has opened and start 4/5/08.  See the website for more information on entry and registration.
4. BOD will be meeting next week and under discussion will be the budget for 2008-09.
TREASURER’S REPORT – VP of FINANCE:

Rich Mitstifer (NW) Treasurer reports that he has refund checks for the remaining clubs that were not present at the November meeting please see him after the meeting.  These refunds would be for monies owed clubs by the league prior to Fall 2007.  Balances as of December 31st 2007 $29, 813 compared to Dec 31st 2006 at $23,000 in the combined accounts.
Rich reported that there were significant expenses to close the Fall 2007 season - $5,000 to the Ref Assignor, $1,000 to Lehigh Valley Scholar Athlete Association, Over $600 in Round Robin season expenses for field rental, port-a-johns etc.

Rich asked that it be noted that clubs have paid $1,257 more in Ref Assignor fees for rescheduled games.  They have paid $1775 in Ref Assignor fees at the $25 rate for late reschedules which is one fourth of the total ref assignor fees for the Fall season.  Chuck Murphy – LMYA pointed out that clubs pay referee fees if they team cancels late or does not show for scheduled games also adding to the club costs.

Rich mentioned that several clubs have extended outstanding balances from previous seasons and that Rob will be contacting the clubs directly to work out payment of these fees.  Please check the LV website regularly for club financial statements because there is a 30 day period to contest fees/fines before they are final.

Doug Jinks (Tri-Boro) VP of F  - not present
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Rob Rooney: 
1. LVYSL Spring season is open and entry closes 2/8/08.  Dates are posted on the website.
2. Indoor Tournament is open please go to the website and check it out.  Several teams have registered already and he expects more soon.
3. June tournament moving along, Rob reports being ahead with some projects and he will be meeting with previous Ex Directors – Bill Newill and Doug Jinks to work on the tournament.

4. Budget is progressing and there will be a budget meeting very soon.

5. Spring season starts 4/5/08 – alert your club teams to get them entered before the deadline.
VP OF OPERATIONS:
Wolfgang Hochleitner - not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS
Rob Rooney reports that he has medals for some divisions and the divisions which participated in the scheduled round robin for some girls and boys divisions will be decided soon and medals will be given out as soon as possible after that.
Medals Awarded for Fall 2007 are as follows:

ROB INSERT MEDAL WINNERS HERE

Small sided game’s commissioner – not present
Large Boys - – not present
Girls commissioners - – not present
Question from Bob Brown, ENCO – please explain the proposed alliance with UBSL. – David Constant explained for the GC that it would benefit the smaller divisions and allow for inter-league play so that teams may play a variety of teams rather than same team multiple times.
REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg):  provided the dates for Spring 2008 registration – 2/24/08 new Spring team packets due to Club Registrars; 3/15/08 EPYSA State Cup Roster Freeze for younger teams; 3/15/08 LVYSL Moratorium begins; 3/31/08 Moratorium ends; LV Roster Freeze for all non-cup teams; 5/18/08 LV Roster Freeze ends; 5/24/08 Memorial Day weekend and 4/8/08 Annual LV Club Registrar Meeting.

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro) states that LV Roster Freeze will lift on May 18th to allow for Memorial Day tournament PS1 changes.   Memorial Day is early this year May 24th.
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern):  nothing to add
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro, LVSC): 
Question from Bob Brown, ENCO – please explain the reason for the LV Roster Freeze. – Kathy Garcia explained that it allows the club registrars a break and that it provides a fiscal end date to prepare the payments due to EPYSA.  Rich Mitstifer reminded members that while the moratorium and freeze are in effect if extenuating circumstances pertain then the league is usually reasonable about working with the CR.
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS: 
Hal Grahn – not present
EPYSA

Wim Roset reports: 
1. At the December 2007 EPYSA meeting Tom Dougherty, President, suggest major reconstruction of the state association.   He suggests branch offices, changes in the executive board.  More information will follow
2. EPYSA has not raised fees in nine years and they are suggesting a $1 increase to fees – there will be a vote at the AGM to determine fee and implementation could result in a $200,000 revenue.
3. EPYSA annual workshop will be held at USTC February 2nd.
4. NSCAA convention is in Washington DC on January 16 – 19.  Saturday entry fee is only $10 – it is well worth it so drive down and attend.

Question from Bob Brown, ENCO, regarding club liability mentioned in the November minutes by Wim.  Wim explained that it was crime insurance covering the clubs.  Kevin Heayn, Valley, further explained it pertained to theft against a club.

OLD BUSINESS 
Fourth reading of the By-Law proposed amendment, by Paul Bento, Bethlehem, regarding requiring clubs to travel a set distance to games.
Vote will be in March, copies of the amendment will be handed out at the February meeting and the clubs will be reminded to send voting representatives to the March meeting – the requirement is 2/3 of member clubs present must approve the amendment for acceptance.  Rob will also post it to the LVYSL website for club review.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Question from David White (FC Lehigh): Would LV consider 8v8 play for U11 teams?  David Constant responded that LVYSL previously held U11 8v8 and 11v11 formats and the members voted to do away with the 8v8 play a few years ago.  Rob will add it to the BOD agenda for discussion.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:22PM. Motion was made by Mark Plucinsky, Tri-Boro seconded by Chuck Murphy, LMYA
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, February 12, 2008
 7:30pm 
Northampton Community College

Respectively submitted by,

Kathy Garcia, Acting Secretary
GOOD OF THE GAME:

Rich Mitstifer, NW, - reminds clubs that Palisades is hosting an “E” license course information can be found on the LV website.  NW will be hosting another “E” license course soon and LMYA is trying for one in late spring.

ACTION ITEM LIST:

Rob:
1. Alert league members after the decision regarding the UBSL alliance is final by e-mail and web posting before Spring entry ends.
2. Post proposed amendment to the league website for member clubs

3. Make copies of proposed amendment for the February meeting to distribute to club member league representatives

4. Send an alert by e-mail to the league club presidents and league representatives that they must be present at the March meeting to vote on the proposed amendment if they are interested in the outcome.
LVYSL 2007- 11-13

Page 1 of 3

