Approved Meeting Minutes

LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

February 19. 2008 (postponed from 2/12 due to weather)
7:35 PM

Office: 
Rob Rooney Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
TBA
Registrar’s Office:
610-799-5717
Office Hours
by Appointment
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485

Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:40PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

January minutes approved with the following changes: Under Games Commissioner area in question from ENCO, third line change “or” to “of”.  Approved as amended.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

David Constant (LVM):
1. Discussed the ongoing effort to get a budget set up for the 2008-09 seasonal year.  David thanked Doug Jinks and Rich Mitstifer for all their work.
2. Reported that Spring season entry has closed and the we have increased entry numbers from 226 teams in 2007 to 238 teams in 2008.
3. There is a new club applying for entrance to the league and this will be taken up under new business.
TREASURER’S REPORT – VP of FINANCE:

Doug Jinks (Tri-Boro) VP of F  - reports that the BOD has agreed on the categories for the budget because these are needed to get the budget together.  Doug states that the LVYSL accountant feels that one year of entry will be sufficient for creating the budget projections for 2008-09.  The league is looking for help to get the categories and data entered so please contact either David or Doug if you are interested.  The intent is to have a working budget with monthly and yearly projections for the membership.

Rich Mitstifer (NW) Treasurer reports that as of 1/31/08 LVYSL has a balance of $25,447 compared to $20,418 in 2007.  The major expenses for  January were the payment to the accountant for the tax prep and $1,500 to referees for forfeits and team ‘no shows’.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Rob Rooney: 
1. Indoor Tournament had 40 teams, five age groups and ten genders it was a rousing success and the league should take in approximately $4,000.
2. Outdoor Tournament is open.  Rob will send an e-mail announcement to the teams and PAGS has agreed to send a reciprocal e-mail for LVYSL advertising the tournament. 
3. Fall ‘07 Medals are available for clubs that have not picked them up yet – please see Rob after the meeting.
4. Rob reports hammering the clubs with outstanding balances and to date has brought in approximately $7,000 he considers this a successful effort on behalf of the clubs
VP OF OPERATIONS:
Wolfgang Hochleitner - not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS
Small sided game’s commissioner – Tom McConnell (WL) reported on the games commissioner dates for the membership:  Deadline to drop teams is 2/22, Divisions will be posted by 2/22, Divisional contesting/challenge ends 2/29, Schedules should be posted by 3/14.  Dates will be posted to the LVYSL website calendar.
Large Sided Boys - – not present
Girls Sided Girls - – not present
REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg):  not present
Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro) reminded everyone of the registration dates which are posted to the LVYSL website calendar.
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern):  had some passes available for anyone who needed them
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro, LVSC): not present
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS: 
Hal Grahn –
· Referee Class started tonight for new referees.  This is the third class this year.  Hal applauds the efforts for the clubs in hosting referee classes.

· For the season – reminders line-ups must be filled in before referee checks players in, field should be prepared and ready for play, teams should be on time

· Game Reporting – if you have an issue with a referee please use the Game Reporting system in place and do not confront the referee directly.  Hal will address any issues and take corrective action

· Canceling a match – reminds clubs that it is the team that cancels that should call him not the home team, this will result in fewer forfeits and fines.  Hal could also reassign the refs and utilize them elsewhere.

EPYSA


not present
Rob reported to the membership that Charlotte Moran is ill and that for those who do not know her she has done more for youth soccer than anyone he can think of.

Kathy has brought (at Frank & Wim’s request) a card for the membership to sign to let her know we are thinking of her.

Rob reminded everyone of the AGM.

OLD BUSINESS 
Fifth reminder of the By-Law proposed amendment, by Paul Bento, Bethlehem, regarding requiring clubs to travel a set distance to games.
Vote will be in March, copies of the amendment were handed out at the February meeting and the clubs will be reminded to send voting representatives to the March meeting – the requirement is 2/3 of member clubs present must approve the amendment for acceptance.  Rob posted it to the LVYSL website for club review.

Ques: Bob Geller (Abington) – How many games would this amendment affect?  David Constant replied a majority of them.  Minimum of 10/37.  David requested that discussion be tabled until the March meeting when all arguments/discussion could be done in front of the voting members.

Point of Order – Rob reminded clubs to make sure they send their voting league reps to the March meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
FC Freedom has requested to join the LVYSL as a new club, Gabriel Casas, President spoke and stated that his club has two teams currently at U11 and U14 for Spring, they hope to have a U12 & U14 for Fall.  This club will be a feeder program for Freedom HS in Bethlehem.  There is no direct feeder program for Freedom HS, the players have played in the BUE Mtn league and won their divisions convincingly; they are looking for more competitive play which they feel LVYL will provide.  The club will have a small footprint and will not compete with area clubs for players but will hope to be competitive in seasonal play.  They have the support of Freedom HS and will utilize those facilities/fields.
Ques: David Constant (LVM) asked where they will draw players


Gabriel stated that they are based in Bethlehem Twsp and that program is not meeting the needs of the players.  A request was made to have the Bethlehem Twsp Youth Assoc program enter teams to support the feeder program for the HS and no action was taken.  David referred to their EPYSA affiliation and Gabriel reported that was all in order.

Ques: Rich Mitstifer (NW) asked if they had contacted local area clubs


Gabriel stated they had not but none of these clubs were feeder clubs directly to Freedom and they felt a need for a separate club dedicated to this.

Show of hands vote taken – FC Freedom accepted as a new club

Meeting adjourned 8:40 pm – Mark Plucinsky (Tri-Boro) Seconded by Rob Rooney
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, March 11, 2008
 7:30pm 
Northampton Community College

Respectively submitted by,

Kathy Garcia, Acting Secretary
GOOD OF THE GAME:

Rich Mitstifer, NW, - reminds clubs NW will be hosting another “E” license course this weekend and LMYA is trying for one in late spring.
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