Approved Meeting Minutes

LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

March 11. 2008 (postponed from 2/12 due to weather)
7:35 PM

Office: 
Rob Rooney Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
TBA
Registrar’s Office:
610-799-5717
Office Hours
by Appointment
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485

Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM
Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

February minutes approved. McConnell (WL) seconded by Murphy (LMYA)
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

David Constant (LVM):
1. Team count about the same dropped one or two picked up one or two.
2. Rob & David will assume the large sided boys games commissioner duties David will take U11-14 and Rob will do the U15 and older.  The league needs a volunteer to take over as Boys GC.
TREASURER’S REPORT – VP of FINANCE:

Doug Jinks (Tri-Boro) VP of F - not present
Rich Mitstifer (NW) Treasurer reports that as of 2/29/08 LVYSL has a balance of $49,259 compared to $16,639 in 2007.  There were no major expenses for February; activity is payroll only.  that the difference is due to the timing of deposits, which were $2,000 in Feb 07, but approx $32,500 in Feb 08

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Rob Rooney: 
1. Outdoor Tournament is open.  Early bird discount applies until 3/15/08 and there are currently 50 teams entered.
2. Fall ‘07 Medals were awarded, some were mailed.
3. Rob reports he attended the AGM on behalf of the league, he will let Wim report on AGM discussions
VP OF OPERATIONS:
Wolfgang Hochleitner - not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS
Small sided game’s commissioner – Tom McConnell (WL) reported that he will be ready to post schedules by Friday 3/14 provided there are not further changes to the divisions

Large Sided Boys - – David Constant & Rob Rooney report that they will also be ready Friday with schedule release.
David reminded the membership that U9-10 are in divisions geographically; U11 age groups are placed with geography as a consideration; U12 and older are assigned by performance.  He understands that some clubs were questioning Tom about their placements while the league will always entertain discussion on the policy the current policy is in effect for the spring 2008 season.  David reminds the membership that the open free period (any reason) for schedule changes ends 3/22.  During that period teams are allowed up to four schedule changes for any reason.  After the free change period reschedules will only be allowed for weather, loss of field, Cup and tournament.
  Hal reminds clubs that he needs immediate notification of Cup game changes do not wait until the day before the game and all other postponements he should be notified ASAP.  Rob reminds clubs that use of ineligible players is prohibited and he does not want to see any additional coaches suspended for this.
Girls Sided Girls - – Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro) not present
QUES: Saucon – raised the question regarding lop-sided competition in his division.   David replied that he has thought a lot about this issue and is considering asking the board to offer premier the younger age groups with the distance restriction removed for those teams looking for competition at these age groups.  There is also the option of U11 8v8 division for playing up.
REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg):  not present
Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro) reminded everyone of the registration dates which are posted to the LVYSL website calendar.  Also if any one received the notification from EPYSA that 2008-09 season is open please don’t do anything until Kathy can confirm this.  Kathy reminded clubs that the CR meeting is 4/8/08 after the next general meeting please have your CR attend.
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern):  had some passes available for anyone who needed them
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro, LVSC): not present
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS: 
Hal Grahn –
· Hal applauds the efforts for the clubs in hosting referee classes.

· Coach Prep For the season – reminders line-ups must be filled in before referee checks players in, field should be prepared and ready for play, teams should be on time

· Confronting young referees – Please contact Hal through the Game Reporting – if you have an issue with a referee please use the Game Reporting system in place and do not confront the referee directly.  Hal will address any issues and take corrective action

· Canceling a match – reminds clubs that it is the team that cancels that should call him.
· Large Sided Boys – coaches be pro-active and remove players who are getting before they get carded.

EPYSA


Wim Roset - 
· Wim reports that some of the LVYSL clubs will be fined for not attending the AGM, Carbon, SLSL, STM
· Mike Barr, state coach licensing coordinator, reports that some states are going 8v8 at U12; Wim expresses that it will be better for LVYSL to be current with the trend

· NOTE: TRAVEL Player fees will increase by $1 per player for 2008-09

· There is a Recreational Tournament Kohl’s Cup check EPYSA website for additional information

· Recruiting Reported in District 9, several lawyers attended with their clients it is hoped it was resolved.

· EPYSA Election results – Frank Olszewski VP, Donna Outt State Registrar, Kim DiFiore Secretary; two awards – John Kukitz for Service to Youth and Linda Roset for Youth Volunteer 

Frank Olszewski –

Emphasized the trend to play 8v8 through U12, states that national will not mandate it but the state can and some have. (Example Maryland) There are 8v8 tournaments so please look for them and consider the players when selecting divisional play.
Contact Mike Barr if you want him to present the 8v8 pros/cons to your club or league

Ques: John Mazza (Pocono) – can the league mandate the 8v8 play and not offer the option?  David will check to be sure and Rob will post an announcement to the website, Kathy will check with EPYSA about database Audit rules.

OLD BUSINESS 
The By-Law proposed amendment, by Paul Bento, Bethlehem, regarding requiring clubs to travel a set distance to games.
Paul was asked to read the amendment and speak to the issue.
David opened the floor for those in favor of the amendment

David opened the floor for those opposed to the amendment

Wim called the question

Roll call was read and the LVYSL By-Law requirements for voting were outlined and the membership polled and votes counted.  The amendment was declined 29/17.

Ques: Bob Brown (ENCO) – Was there any additional information on the alliance with UBSL?  David responded that the league decided not to pursue the alliance because many of the teams UBSL was offering were the younger age groups.
NEW BUSINESS
No new business
Meeting adjourned 9:00 pm – McConnell (WL) seconded, Murphy (LMYA)
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, April 8, 2008
 7:30pm 
Northampton Community College

Respectively submitted by,

Kathy Garcia, Acting Secretary
LVYSL 2007- 11-13
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