LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

June 10, 2008
7:36 PM

Office: 
Rob Rooney
Office Hours:
TBA
E-mail:
info@lvysl.org
League Phone:
484-319-7881
League Address:
PO Box 273, Parker’s Ford, PA 19457
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA" 2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA 19044  (800) 562-7485

Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM
Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

May minutes approved. Murphy (LMYA) 2nd Watkin (West End)
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

David Constant (LVM):
1. Rob Rooney is not present due to making final prep for the tournament.  Rob is looking for a U14B team to complete a division.
2. There was a BOD meeting in June and items under discussion were transferring some of the Games Commissioner duties to the Executive Director and ease the Games Commissioner work load to mid-season issues only.
3. The BOD also discussed an expansion of the website capability to include scheduling to take advantage of updated software; Rob will look into over the summer.
4. LVYSL Elections will be held under New Business and all board positions are available.
TREASURER’S REPORT – VP of FINANCE:

Doug Jinks (Tri-Boro) VP of F - not present but is recovering from knee surgery and doing well.
Rich Mitstifer (NW) Treasurer reports that as of 5/31/08 LVYSL has a balance of $83,352 compared to $88,164 in 2007.  Major expenses were Hal’s installment and Newill Software Industries for annual website renewal.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Rob Rooney: (FC Lehigh) not present
1. Tournament final prep happening now.
VP OF OPERATIONS:
Wolfgang Hochleitner – (LMYA) not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS
Small sided game’s commissioner – Tom McConnell (WL) reported there were several issues regarding coaches; ejected, side line aggression and all issues are being evaluated using coach game reports and referee reports.  Tom cautions clubs that coaches should set the example for youth players and this type of behavior will not be tolerated by the league.
Large Sided Boys - – David Constant (LVM) reports he has nothing to report for large sided boys but would like to remind clubs that the LV Rules of Play specify suspension length for offenses and coaches should be aware of these posted suspensions in the event of an ejection or player red card so that the inevitable league delay in receiving referee reports and games schedule do not put the coach and/or team in jeopardy of additional fines/additional penalties.
Girls Sided Girls - – Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro) not present
REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg):  not present
Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro) stated that the league will offer U11 8v8 & 11v11 play and teams may choose which to participate in for Fall 2008.  All U11 2008-09 registered as U11 will follow EPYSA Audit Rules for registration.   Note: LV Rues of Play allows for U10 teams registered as U10 to play up to U11 when LV offers an 8v8 division.  So U10 teams may play up after registering as U10 for Fall 2008 however these teams should note that they will be required to play U11 again in 2009.  NEW ITEM: the LV BOD voted to change the LV Rules of Play minimum number of primary players for U9 through U14 to nine (9) primary to conform to the EPYSA Audit Rules and the LV Rules of Play minimum twelve (12) primary will remain for all U15 and older teams.
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern):  wanted to clarify that U10 teams playing up MUST register as U10 because they will not pass the U11 EPYSA Audit Rule – so register as U10 enter the Fall season as U11.
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro, LVSC): not present
*BOD Action Item

Question – Dave Weitzman (FC Lehigh) – can a girls 8v8 team play in a boys 8v8 division?  After minimal discussion the BOD agreed to take this under review.

REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORT: 
Hal Grahn –
· Coach from W Lehigh U11 game was ejected and pass was not taken and the coach continued to coach the next game – BOD need to look into this
· Coach from Quakertown U19 was ejected and refused to turn over his pass – BOD needs to look into this
· Coaches from Catasauqua and Kutztown got aggressive toward each other on the sideline which was instigated by the parents.
· Parents have been an issue this season and several have been sent off
· Coaches set the example. Pay attention to the sideline
· Hal requests the mandatory Coach Meeting the league was considering be provided

· Hal reminds teams that nothing that happens on the sideline (parent complaints, coach instructing the referee, criticizing ref calls) will change what happens on the field.  The referees judgment stands.

· Opinions vary from the professional through youth level and in the FIFA handbook it is stated after almost every rule – “in the opinion of the referee.”

· Hal wants to thank the coaches for the game reports and comments on the referees, he Appreciates everyone’s cooperation, Asks that coaches please get the refs name but Thanks all for a good season

EPYSA


Frank Olszewski – not present

Wim Roset reports
· EPYSA player fees are $8.50 for 2008-09

· Registration for resident & day camps are open

· Larry Monico provided letter for the NEW Tax Exempt Status Changes – clubs should look into this

· District X has had issue with professional fundraisers manipulating tax exempt numbers so be careful when using professional fundraisers

· Due to a resent embezzlement clubs should pay attention to regulating funds.  If you suspect fraud ask for help.
· Clubs should be aware of lightning meters for tournament use or games – cost is minimal for the safety provided (about $750 ea)

· There is a President’s meeting in August

· Reminds clubs of need for PS1 player release forms and emphasizes that teams with expanded rosters playing Cup make players and parents aware of the roster maximum player count and the possibility of needing to trim a roster to 18 if playing National Cup.

· Wim has available Parent Guides in English & Spanish

Question: Tom Watkin (West End) Risk Management checks – how in depth are they?  Reminded clubs that they can request specific checks however to avoid issues they should do their whole club at the same time to not appear to be targeting one individual.  Call EPYSA office for more details.

OLD BUSINESS
Reminder Bethlehem is offering an E license course and there is still room if anyone is interested, twenty-five people are currently registered.
NEW BUSINESS
LVYSL elections:  All board positions are one year terms and open for nomination.  Currently the board consists of and seeking re-election
· President – David Constant (LVM)

· VP of Operations – Wolfgang Hochleitner (LMYA)

· VP of Finance – Doug Jinks (Tri-Boro)

· Treasurer – Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern)

· Games Commissioner – Large Girls – Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro)
· Games Commissioner – Small-Sided – Tom Mc Connell (W Lehigh)

· Registrar – Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro), Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern), Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg), Gina Keys (LV Utd)

Open Positions

Secretary and Games Commissioner Large Sided Boys

Vote held and all current positions and nominees were approved unanimously.  Paul Bento (Bethlehem) was nominated for Secretary and voted in.  Congratulations Paul (and many thanks from Kathy).

Since the BOD is changing the games commissioner duties Rob will continue as large sided boys until that has been restructured.

Wim Roset – raises the question of poor attendance at league meetings and asks that the BOD look into raising fine or implementing different fine structure.  The BOD will take this under consideration.

GOOD OF THE GAME

LMYA (Murphy) would like to thank the board for all their work over the year and for stepping up to be re-elected.
Meeting adjourned 8:29 pm
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, August 12, 2008
 7:30pm 
Northampton Community College

Respectively submitted by, Kathy Garcia, Acting Secretary
LVYSL 2008- 5-13
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