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*
*
Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the June 10, 2008 minutes were unanimously approved without any changes.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
David Constant (LV Magic SC)
Dave informed member clubs of the various issues that have been addressed at recent LVYSL Executive Board meetings including –
· Ceasing of operations by the Upper Bucks Soccer League and LVYSL’s offer to accommodate Upper Bucks teams that were not already LVYSL members;
· Rules of Play issues related the number of true age players required at the U-11 age group due to EPYSA audit requirements;
· Board’s decision not to mandate a coaches meeting;

· Requirement to update club officials and designate LVYSL representatives on the LVYSL website;

· Board’s decision not to actively pursue the Select program for the time being; and

· Preparation of the LVYSL budget to present to member clubs when it is ready.

A brief discussion ensued with the membership related to these topics.

TREASURER’S/VP OF FINANCE REPORT
Doug Jinks - VP of Finance (Tri-Boro SC) 
Not present.
Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 

Rich reported that that as of July 31, 2008 LVYSL had a combined balance of $66,068 compared to a combined balance $50,631 at July 31, 2007.  The difference is due to the fact that LVYSL had approximately $16,000 in deposits during the month of July, 2008 compared to $0 in deposits during the month of July, 2007. He commended Rob Rooney’s timeliness in making deposits. Since the June meeting, Rich has written over 150 checks mainly for tournament expenses ($4,935 for referee and field marshal payments, $4,569 for player gifts, soccer balls and corner flags, $2,037 for tent rentals, $2,219 for trophies) and the remainder of the fees owed to the referee assignor for the Spring season.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Rob reported that the 2008 Outdoor tournament was successful, the fields were in good shape and the weather cooperated. The tournament was approximately $5,000 more profitable in 2008 compared to 2007 ($15,000 in profit in ’08 vs. $10,000 in ’07). For the 2009 Outdoor tournament, LVYSL will offer an 8 vs. 8 division at the U-11 level and will move to offer an 8 vs. 8 division at the U-12 level in 2010. Rob expects to have a new tournament website in a few months that will allow LVYSL to update results on line quickly and have an easier interface. The 2009 Outdoor tournament will be held on June 6 and 7, 2009.
Rob asked that any club that has an extra set of small sided goals to contact him so that the goals can be donated to the Allentown Youth Club. That club operates solely on donations and provides an excellent venue for inner city Allentown youths to play soccer.

For the Fall 2008 season, Rob reported that there are 270 teams signed up to play in LVYSL. This compares to 264 for Fall 2007 and 224 for Fall 2006. This is a record number of teams and some of the increase may be due to the cessation of the Upper Bucks Soccer League.

ENCO United is holding an E license course on August 19, 20 and 21, 2008.  For information contact Tim Hall at ENCO United.

VP OF OPERATIONS:
Wolfgang Hochleitner – (Lower Macungie YA) 
Not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Small sided game’s commissioner
Tom McConnell (Western Lehigh United SC) 
Tom reported division placements have been posted and appeals are due to the respective games commissioners by Wednesday, August 13, 2008.
Rob Rooney stated that division placements at the small sided level are based on geography and not competitiveness or results so there should not be any need to contest division placement. 

One of the member clubs commented that it would be helpful to again name divisions based on players instead of having a numbering or lettering system, and Rob acknowledged that he will look to do that again.

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

Dave reported that he is working on a few divisional placement appeals and, in response to a question, stated that he responds via email directly to a coach that makes an appeal. He noted that he did not have an email address for one of the affected coaches at Western Lehigh and Tom McConnell indicated that he would notify the coach.

Large sided girls game’s commissioner

Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro SC) 
Not present.
REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro SC, Lehigh Valley United SC)

Not present.

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)
All dates and deadlines are posted on the LVYSL website. Rich reminded clubs to turn in old passes as the EPYSA registrar has requested that the old passes be taken out of circulation. 
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORT 

Hal Grahn
Hal questioned whether LVYSL was going to attempt to implement a scheduling protocol whereby games are aggregated at a single site to the extent possible. Dave Constant replied that it would be difficult to do so across various age groups as the schedules are prepared manually by different people. Rob Rooney also stated that one of LVYSL’s long-term projects is to update the website to have the ability to do scheduling on line and that would make it easier to aggregate the games at a single site.  Hal observed that due to the increase in teams and teams at more remote sites, it would be very helpful to schedule more than a single game at those sites so that referees have an incentive to travel greater distances to remote locations.  Dave stated that we need to get referees from those remote teams certified to address that issue, but that for now there will not be any significant modifications to the scheduling.

Hal reminded clubs that referee fees are going up as of September 1, 2008 and coaches should be aware of their game time requirements such as making sure the line-up cards are properly completed with numbers, that the fields are appropriately set up and that parents and players behave appropriately.
Finally, Hal reminded teams that coaches should not address youth officials directly.  Any issue with a youth official should be addressed directly to Hal, preferably through the game reports.

EPYSA


Frank Olszewski

Not present.
Wim Roset

Wim reported that all RMA’s should now be completed and if there are any flags, the club should contact Charlotte at EPYSA directly. Additionally, Wim provided the following information:

· ODP try-outs information and dates are on the EPYSA website;
· National Cup game day rosters can only have 18 players (Rob Rooney indicated that from his experience, the roster can have 22 players but there is a procedure to reduce to 18 players for each game);
· The Member workshop and AGM are scheduled for February 7 and 8, 2009, respectively, in Fort Washington, PA;

· The Upper Bucks Soccer League has ceased operations;

· Gants are available from US Youth Soccer for inner city programs, especially for Turf fields;

· The issue with the coaches behavior at the Pocono Cup is still being investigated (a representative from West End Soccer League inquired why it was taking so long given the alleged seriousness of the coaches actions, and Wim stated that EPYSA is still waiting for an official referee game report and can’t take any official action without it); and
· EPYSA is looking at reducing the pure age requirement for U-11 teams from 9 players to 7 players.
OLD BUSINESS

At the last meeting, a representative of FC Lehigh had asked whether a girls 8 vs. 8 team could play in a boys 8 vs. 8 division. Dave Constant said that the answer is generally no, but that LVYSL would decide on a case-by-case basis.
NEW BUSINESS

None.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, September 9, 2008
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:35 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Abington Soccer Club

	2
	Back Mountain Youth Soccer Association

	3
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	4
	Black Thunder Futbol Club

	5
	Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

	6
	East Stroudsburg F.C.

	7
	ENCO United

	8
	FC Freedom

	9
	FC Lehigh

	10
	Kutztown Soccer Club

	11
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	12
	Nazareth Soccer Club

	13
	Northampton Soccer Club

	14
	Northwestern Soccer Club

	15
	PA Shooting Stars F.C.

	16
	Palisades Soccer Club

	17
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	18
	Southern Lehigh Soccer League

	19
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	20
	Valley Soccer Club

	21
	West End Soccer League

	22
	Western Lehigh United Soccer Club
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