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Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the August 12, 2008 minutes were read and modified to reflect that the Nazareth Soccer Club attended the August meeting. As changed, the minutes were unanimously approved.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
David Constant (LV Magic SC)
David began the meeting by noting that the season was underway and that we had a rough start due to teams dropping out at the last minute and certain scheduling and rescheduling difficulties.  The league will look for ways to improve the scheduling systems over the next few months, including compressing the time frames at the beginning of the season in order to get organized earlier, asking the club teams to become more involved with scheduling at an early stage and exploring how other leagues operate.
In response to a question, David clarified that the league would consider making the U-11 age group strictly an 8v8 format for the Fall 2009 season.

A brief discussion ensued with the membership related to these topics.

TREASURER’S/VP OF FINANCE REPORT
Doug Jinks - VP of Finance (Tri-Boro SC) 
Not present.
Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 

Rich reported that that as of August 31, 2008 LVYSL had a combined balance of $103,522 compared to a combined balance $103,561 at August 31, 2007.  This is the high point in the year for LVYSL’s accounts as most teams have paid their entrance fees and LVYSL has not yet paid amounts due to EPYSA.  Rich expects that we will pay approximately $40,000 to EPYSA the September/October time frame once final expenses are determined.

Over the last month, Rich has written approximately $1,400 in checks for payment to the referees for cancelled games during the Spring ’08 season. Over the next few months, LVYSL will be reconciling the club financial statements from the Spring ’08 season and either refunding amounts or collecting additional amounts due to fines and cancelled games.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Rob reported that he expects to have a new tournament website by mid October. Most of his time between now and then will be focused on preparing for LVYSL’s 30th anniversary tournament. In response to a suggestion that the league consider doing something special for the 30th anniversary tournament, Rob confirmed that he will be looking at various alternatives and improvements.
On another topic, Rob commented that parents should be encouraged to send questions to their club coaches and not directly to him as the coaches should have answers to some of the basic questions that he is fielding from parents.  Rob also confirmed that parents and coaches should be aware that LVYSL does not post standings or results for the U-9, U-10 and U-11 age groups as those are developmental age groups.
VP OF OPERATIONS:
Wolfgang Hochleitner – (Lower Macungie YA) 
Not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Small sided game’s commissioner
Tom McConnell (Western Lehigh United SC) 
Tom reported that there were some scheduling issues as he became familiar with the scheduling tool and software. Most of those have been worked out over the past few weeks.

Large sided girls game’s commissioner

Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro SC) 

Bernie indicated that he will be adding games to the U-12 girls, Division 1 schedule by the end of the week. The games will be added to the end of the season.  
Bernie also reminded coaches that there are strict rules for schedule changes now that the season has begun.  In addition, he indicated that reschedule requests have to be for days that are at least 10 days out in order to allow the referee assignor to catch up. As a reminder, games rescheduled for less than 10 days out are subject to a $25 fee. Rob commented that games that are cancelled for a Saturday cannot be rescheduled for the next day, Sunday.

Bernie also asked clubs to make sure that coaches emails are updated on the LVYSL website as he communicates important matters through email and often receives 15 to 20 invalid email responses. 
Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David stated that clubs should not cancel games preemptively. Soccer is played in the rain subject to safety precautions and clubs should do their best to play in the rain unless the town or school closes the fields or the fields are otherwise unplayable.  Decisions should be made by a coach or field coordinator on a case-by-case basis after going to the field on the day of the game.
REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro SC, Lehigh Valley United SC)

Not present.

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)
Rich reported that the LVYSL moratorium ended on September 8, and clubs can again make changes to their rosters. Rich also requested that the Parkland Area Soccer Club update LVYSL’s address in its database so that checks would be properly routed.
Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)

Kathy commented that too much information was missing from registration packets this year and it slowed down the registration process not only for those teams, but it also had a cascading effect on other teams that wanted to add secondary players. In response to a suggestion that the registration information be highlighted more prominently on the website, Kathy indicated that is something we can consider.  A discussion ensued among the members as to how to better educate coaches on the registration requirements and what handouts, tools are already available.

Additionally, Kathy reported that LVYSL had 3,798 primary players, 234 secondary players and 268 teams registered with EPYSA and that LVYSL owes $41,451 to EPYSA for the registrations.
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORT 

Hal Grahn
Hal started the meeting with some good news – no red cards over the weekend.  However, he indicated that too many games were being cancelled too early echoing David’s point that soccer is played in the rain.  Hal also mentioned that some coaches played even after field coordinators called in to Hal and told him that the fields were closed. We need to have better coordination to avoid that type of miscommunication as it affects the assignment of referees. On the positive side, all coaches that cancelled games followed correct procedure and called Hal or sent an email and followed up with a call.
Hal requested that games be scheduled and rescheduled sequentially at the same field and not at the same time so that referees can work multiple games at the same site.  In addition, on Sundays, clubs should try to avoid scheduling games between 1 and 3 PM as those times are already overbooked and if only one game is scheduled at a field between those times, then the referees can’t make it in time to another game. Clubs should consider rescheduling games on week nights if at all possible as this is usually a good time for referees. 

Hal again reminded clubs that coaches should be aware of their game time requirements such as making sure the line-up cards are properly completed with numbers and that the fields are appropriately set up.
On a rule issue, Hal commented that if a keeper is on the ground and has a hand extended on top of the ball, then that is considered possession. Finally, Hal confirmed that U-13 and below use a single referee while U-14 and above use a 3 person crew.
EPYSA


Wim Roset

Wim stated there was no EPYSA meeting in September so his report would be short. He reported that the issue with the West End Soccer League coach was resolved by suspending him for 3 games, and that EPYSA has eliminated the pure age requirement for the U-11 age group.

In addition, Wim indicated that the USA women would be playing against Ireland on Saturday at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia.

Frank Olszewski

Frank reported that the Lehigh Valley Soccer Scholar Athlete banquet will be held in January 2009.
In response to a question from Rob as to whether EPYSA had any discussions regarding small sided soccer at the U-11 age group, Frank indicated that there have been no formal discussions on this topic.  Lastly, Frank stated the USYSA is considering running its own program for youth soccer referees due to some lingering issues with the US Soccer Federation, which is mostly focused on professional referees.

OLD BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS

Nazareth Soccer Club questioned whether we should revisit the placement of the younger age groups (U-9, U-10 and U-11) based solely on geography.  A discussion among the members ensued.  David commented that this policy of geographic placement has been consistently discussed and reaffirmed by the members but we can and should continue the discussion.  Rob mentioned that in light of the elimination of the pure age requirement at the U-11 age group, a viable alternative is for a U-10 team to play up.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, October 14, 2008
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:37 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	2
	Black Thunder Futbol Club

	3
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	4
	East Side Youth Center

	5
	East Stroudsburg F.C.

	6
	FC Freedom

	7
	FC Lehigh

	8
	Kutztown Soccer Club

	9
	Lower Macungie Youth Association

	10
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	11
	Nazareth Soccer Club

	12
	Northampton Soccer Club

	13
	Northwestern Soccer Club

	14
	PA Shooting Stars F.C.

	15
	Palisades Soccer Club

	16
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	17
	Pocono Mountain Youth Soccer Association

	18
	Quakertown Soccer Club

	19
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	20
	Southern Lehigh Soccer League

	21
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	22
	Valley Soccer Club

	23
	West End Soccer League

	24
	Western Lehigh United Soccer Club

	25
	Wilson Jr Soccer Club
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