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*
Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the September 9, 2008 minutes were unanimously approved without any changes.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
David Constant (LV Magic SC)
David began the meeting by providing an update on the league’s efforts in connection with the LVYSL tournament website and lessening the burden on the games commissioners by implementing automated scheduling software. He informed the meeting that Rob was looking at various scheduling software solutions. 
A brief discussion ensued with the members related to these topics.

TREASURER’S/VP OF FINANCE REPORT
Doug Jinks - VP of Finance (Tri-Boro SC) 
Not present.
Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 

Rich reported that as of September 30, 2008 LVYSL had a combined balance of $117,511 compared to a combined balance $94,791 at September 30, 2007.  LVYSL is running approximately $23,000 ahead of last year’s balance due to an increase in teams participating in the Fall ’08 season. The payment to EPYSA in an amount of $41,250 was made at the end of September and had not yet cleared the account as of September 30, 2008.  In addition, several payments were made in early October – $13,374 to Lehigh University for the use of their fields for the LVYSL tournament and a $1,000 installment payment to Hal Grahn for the referee assignment fee for Fall ’08 – that have not yet cleared the account. 

Rich also stated that he was working with Rob and Kathy to complete the accounting for past seasons, and although there are still some issues that require further investigation, he noted the following:

LVYSL owes refunds to the following clubs for past seasons:
Abington Soccer Club, Bethlehem Soccer Club, Carbon United Soccer Club, East Stroudsburg F.C., FC Lehigh, FC Premier, Moore Township Soccer Club, Northampton Soccer Club, Northwestern Soccer Club, Palisades Soccer Club, South Parkland Youth Association, Stateliners Soccer Club, United Soccer Training Academy, West End Soccer League, West Mont United, Wilson Jr. Soccer Club, Wind Gap Area Athletic Association and Wyoming Valley Soccer Club.
The following clubs owe money to LVYSL for past seasons:
Back Mountain Youth Soccer Association, Black Diamondgirls Soccer Club,  Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association, ENCO United, FC America, FC Freedom, Kutztown Soccer Club, Lehigh Valley United FC, Lower Macungie Youth Association, LV Magic Soccer Club, Nazareth Soccer Club,  Northeast Attack Soccer Club (Shavertown), Northeast Attack Soccer Club (Harvey’s Lake), PA Shooting Stars F.C., Parkland Area Soccer Club, Pennridge Yellow Jacket Soccer Association, Pocono Mountain Youth Soccer Association, Quakertown Soccer Club, Salisbury Y. A. Soccer Club, Saucon Valley Soccer Club, Southern Lehigh Soccer League, St. Joseph's Soccer Club, St. Thomas More Soccer Club, Stroudsburg United Soccer Club, Tri-Boro Soccer Club, Valley Soccer Club and Western Lehigh United Soccer Club.

The difference between what is owed to LVYSL and the amount that LVYSL owes to clubs is approximately $4,500 (due to LVYSL).
In addition, the following clubs owe money to LVYSL for Fall ’08 registration:
Back Mountain Youth Soccer Association, Black Thunder Futbol Club (LVYSL owes Black Thunder more than Black Thunder owes LVYSL, but for accounting purposes, LVYSL does not prefer to offset amounts from different seasons), ENCO United, Lower Macungie Youth Association, PA Shooting Stars F.C., Salisbury Y. A. Soccer Club, Southern Lehigh Soccer League, St. Thomas More Soccer Club and Western Lehigh United Soccer Club.
The amount owed to LVYSL for Fall ‘08 registration is almost $20,000. David stated the members should go back to their club treasurers and review the finances and make payments. Rich commented that the person that enters the club into LVYSL during season entrance period also has access to the club’s financial statements on-line, and if any contact information is outdated on the website, then clubs should update it.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Not present.

In Rob’s absence, David reported that Rob expects to have a new tournament website on-line at www.lehighvalleytournament.com by November 1. In addition, there will be a new tournament logo and additional marketing from gotsoccer.com (a company affiliated with Soccer Scheduler, which is providing the scheduling software for the new tournament website provider). In addition, Rob is in the early stages of investigating various scheduling software solutions for LVYSL games/seasons. 

Registration dates for the LVYSL Round Robin tournament are posted on the LVYSL website, and the tournament will be held on November 22nd and 23rd.
VP OF OPERATIONS:
Wolfgang Hochleitner – (Lower Macungie YA) 
Not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Small sided game’s commissioner
Tom McConnell (Western Lehigh United SC) 
Not present.

Large sided girls game’s commissioner

Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro SC) 

Not present.

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David stated that the season was progressing in its normal fashion and that the weather has for the most part cooperated so rescheduling has been minimized lately. He also reminded clubs to make sure that coaches understand and comply with the rescheduling policy, which is posted on the LVYSL website.
REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro SC, Lehigh Valley United SC)

Not present.

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)
Nothing to report.
Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)

Kathy stated that completed Round Robin tournament packets are due by November 7 and that the LVYSL roster freeze ends on November 17, the Monday following the last weekend of games (November 15 and 16).
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORT 

Hal Grahn
Hal requested that clubs not reschedule games between 12 noon and 3 PM as those times are already overbooked and conflict with existing games.  In addition, if only one game is scheduled at a field between those times, then the referees can’t make it in time to another game. Clubs should reschedule weekend games after 3 PM. 

Hal again reminded the members that coaches should not address officiating problems directly with the referees, especially youth referees, and should bring those issues to Hal’s attention through the referee reports.  He appreciated the effort that coaches have made this season in providing comments.
In response to a question regarding aggressive play, Hal and David both mentioned that referees are certified and recertified on a yearly basis (LVYSL uses only level 8 referees), and LVYSL does not control referee education. Hal mentioned that referees handle issues differently but that he has seen a number of yellow and red cards handed out over the season so he believes that referees are addressing rough play issues.  He also requested that coaches again bring any issues to his attention (even if they occurred at a tournament) so he is aware of them and can address them appropriately.

David emphasized that coaches should not challenge, humiliate or publicly question a referee’s decision as that is likely to escalate any issues.

Finally, Hal stated that he wants to provide one or two new referee training classes and would appreciate it if the clubs could support that effort.
EPYSA


Wim Roset

Frank Olszewski

Not present.
OLD BUSINESS

Nazareth Soccer Club and Parkland Area Soccer Club raised the issue of placement of the younger age groups (U-9, U-10 and U-11) based solely on geography.  David explained the rationale for geography based placement at the younger divisions: travel distance, no publishing of scores/standing, developmental purpose; increased participating and encouraging clubs not to run up scores. A discussion among the members ensued where the pros and cons of each alternative were discussed.  

Nazareth Soccer Club requested that a vote on this topic prior to the Spring ’09 season.
NEW BUSINESS

Nazareth Soccer Club asked whether LVYSL should consider fining individual coaches for red cards.  David responded that LVYSL does not have the authority to fine individuals but can fine clubs instead and any fine would be applied to the club and not to the individual.  Accordingly, enforcement of such a policy would be left up to the clubs.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, November 11, 2008
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:45 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	2
	Black Thunder Futbol Club

	3
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	4
	East Side Youth Center

	5
	East Stroudsburg F.C.

	6
	Kutztown Soccer Club

	7
	Lehigh Valley United FC

	8
	Nazareth Soccer Club

	9
	Northwestern Soccer Club

	10
	Palisades Soccer Club

	11
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	12
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	13
	St. Joseph's Soccer Club

	14
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	15
	West End Soccer League

	16
	Wind Gap Area Athletic Association
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