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Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the October 14, 2008 minutes were unanimously approved without any changes.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
David Constant (LV Magic SC)
David began the meeting by reporting on an incident involving parental misconduct at a recent U-12 girls game. He notified the members that the Board had approved a suspension through the end of calendar year 2009 for all LVYSL related events, including practices. EPYSA will also rule on the matter and advise LVYSL of their decision.
TREASURER’S/VP OF FINANCE REPORT
Doug Jinks - VP of Finance (Tri-Boro SC) 
Not present.
Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 

Rich reported that the 2007 financial information was completed and forwarded to LVYSL’s accountants and that LVYSL’s 2007 tax return should be mailed for filing on November 12.

As of October 31, 2008, LVYSL had a combined balance of $56,072 compared to a combined balance of $43,890 at October 31, 2007. Checks cleared for payment during the month of October included EPYSA’s payment in an amount of $41,250, $13,374 to Lehigh University for the use of their fields for the LVYSL tournament, a $1,000 installment payment to Hal Grahn for the referee assignment fee for Fall ’08, and a payment of over $8,000 for the league registrars’ compensation. 

Rich had refund checks for the following clubs for past seasons: Abington Soccer Club, East Stroudsburg F.C., FC Lehigh, Moore Township Soccer Club, Northampton Soccer Club, United Soccer Training Academy and Wilson Jr. Soccer Club.
Rich reminded the following clubs that they still owe money to LVYSL for the Fall ’08 season: ENCO United, Lower Macungie Youth Association (did not pay enough), Salisbury Y. A. Soccer Club, Southern Lehigh Soccer League, St. Thomas More Soccer Club (also owes for Spring ’08) and Western Lehigh United Soccer Club.
Finally, Rich indicated that the following clubs owed amounts in excess of $300 for past seasons: ENCO United, Lehigh Valley United FC, Lower Macungie Youth Association, Parkland Area Soccer Club, Southern Lehigh Soccer League, St. Thomas More Soccer Club, Tri-Boro Soccer Club and Valley Soccer Club. This is not a complete list, but only a list of amounts in excess of $300.
Members should go back to their club treasurers and review the finances and make payments.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Rob reported that 13 teams entered the LVYSL Round Robin season to be held on November 22nd and 23rd at the Lehigh County fields.  This shortened season serves to qualify U-15 through U-19 boys teams for the State Cup.

Because there is no LVYSL meeting in December, Rob will make himself available on one or two dates in December to distribute medals for the Fall ’08 season winners. In addition, Rob stated that the new tournament website is on-line at www.lehighvalleytournament.com and members can preview it. 
Rob concluded by providing the dates for LVYSL’s 2009 indoor tournament at the Turff Club in Allentown on February 14, 15 and 16 and the 2009 outdoor tournament at the Lehigh County fields on June 6 and 7.

VP OF OPERATIONS:
Wolfgang Hochleitner – (Lower Macungie YA) 
Not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Small sided game’s commissioner
Tom McConnell (Western Lehigh United SC) 
Tom reported that while the season was proceeding well, he was dismayed to receive so many notices of coaches exhibiting poor sportsmanship and conducting themselves inappropriately.  Tom reminded everyone that coaches should be setting a good example for the players.
Large sided girls game’s commissioner

Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro SC) 

Not present.

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David echoed Tom’s sentiments that coaches and parents across the board need to behave appropriately and set good examples for the players.

REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro SC, Lehigh Valley United SC)

Not present.

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)

Kathy stated that the LVYSL roster freeze ends on November 17, the Monday following the last weekend of games (November 15 and 16). If adding a new player, teams need to ensure that they answer “yes or no” to the question on EPYSA’s website that asks if a new player has played in EPYSA during the 2008/09 season.  At the beginning of the annual registration, the default answer is “no” because it is a new season, but now teams need to answer so that they pass the audit prior to team approval.  Teams should also check their audit prior to submitting their team packets to the registrars.
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)

Nothing to report.
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORT 

Hal Grahn
Hal stated that he appreciated the effort that coaches have made this season in providing comments and for their cooperation throughout the year.  He addresses all comments with the individual referees.
Hal further echoed Tom’s comments regarding poor conduct by coaches and parents toward other coaches and players. Parents are becoming more of an issue especially as the season progresses and coaches should understand that they need to control the sideline.  Hal gets approximately 30 new referees per class and is able to only retain about one-third due various issues, including abusive sideline conduct.
Lastly, Hal reminded the league that we need to get the structure of game assignment in line due to the growth of the league; LVYSL should attempt to schedule games back-to-back at a single location.
EPYSA


Frank Olszewski

Not present.
Wim Roset

Wim reported that EPYSA has adopted a new structure and will only be holding quarterly meetings so he will have less reports throughout the year. Additionally, Wim provided the following information:

· The EPYSA indoor cup is online at the EPYSA website;

· The Challenge Cup in the Spring will be 8 v. 8 and 11 v. 11 for the U-11 and U-12 age groups;

· For August tournaments, clubs can use either the old season or new season passes;

· EPYSA wants to minimize the number of games played in a single day at tournaments;

· EPYSA entered into a marketing program with Major League Soccer but it does not include providing the EPYSA mailing list;

· The annual workshop will be held on February 7, 2009 at the United Soccer Training Academy and the costs is $10; 
· A parent’s guide pamphlet is available (Wim brought copies);

· Members should check www.cpsc.gov for information regarding a recall of certain nets that are too big (more than 4 inches) and may result in young players injuring themselves; and

· Safety issues: teams should anchor goals and remind municipalities to post signs that firearms are not allowed at game fields or park locations.

OLD BUSINESS

David reported that the issue of placement of the younger age groups (U-9, U-10) based on geography has been discussed at the Board level.  The Board reaffirmed its decision to continue geographic placement at the younger divisions due to not having enough information to properly place young divisions; developmental purpose; winning is not a priority; travel distance; no publishing of scores/standing; increased participation; and encouraging clubs not to run up scores. Tom also mentioned that clubs have the option of playing up a year.
In response to a member’s question, David indicated that if a club has more than one team at a younger division, then LVYSL splits the teams up so that they are in different divisions while still trying to maintain geographic placement. David also mentioned that if the league has data and results then it may consider level of play when there are enough teams within a geographic region to create two divisions.
NEW BUSINESS

David reminded clubs that if a game is cancelled prior to half-time, then it should be rescheduled.
A member club asked whether LVYSL is still considering play-offs. David responded that it is something that the Board continues to look at and if it is adopted then it will be an invitational format and only teams in good standing would be eligible to participate.

Wim inquired whether the Board had given further consideration to increasing team fines for LVYSL meeting absences. David responded that the Board discussed it but decided not to adjust the fines as all members are represented by volunteers. Additionally, Kathy stated that approximately 2/3 of the active members attend in-season LVYSL meetings.

Hal asked about the status of a mandatory coaches meeting, and David stated that the Board considered the issue and several members expressed skepticism regarding whether a coaches meeting would effectively change coaches behaviors. A discussion ensued on other alternatives, including better communication to make sure that parents and coaches are aware of the issues and moderate their behavior.
Lastly, in response to a question, Rob stated that for the Fall ’09 season all U-11 and below will be 8 v. 8 with a goal of eventually adopting the 8 v. 8 format at U-12. PAGS is transitioning to 6 v. 6 for U-9 and U-10 and 8 v. 8 for U-11 and U-12 by 2012.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, January 13, 2009
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:35 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	2
	Black Thunder Futbol Club

	3
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	4
	Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

	5
	East Side Youth Center

	6
	East Stroudsburg F.C.

	7
	ENCO United

	8
	FC Freedom

	9
	FC Lehigh

	10
	Kutztown Soccer Club

	11
	Lower Macungie Youth Association

	12
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	13
	Northwestern Soccer Club

	14
	Palisades Soccer Club

	15
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	16
	Salisbury Y. A. Soccer Club

	17
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	18
	South Parkland Youth Association

	19
	Southern Lehigh Soccer League

	20
	St. Joseph's Soccer Club

	21
	St. Thomas More Soccer Club

	22
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	23
	Valley Soccer Club

	24
	West End Soccer League

	25
	Western Lehigh United Soccer Club

	26
	Wind Gap Area Athletic Association
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