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Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the November 11, 2008 minutes were unanimously approved without any changes.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
David Constant (LV Magic SC)
David began the meeting by introducing a number of proposals and rules changes that are being considered in order to simplify the start of the season.  The key drivers of the proposed changes are to simplify the jobs of the games commissioners especially as it relates to scheduling and schedule changes; improve the use of referees and increase efficiency by scheduling games at a single location back-to-back; and determine division placements up front in order to minimize the impact that contests to division placement have on scheduling.  The proposals, which are in the conceptual stage and still need some refinement and further consideration, are as follows:
Up-front Division Placement. LVYSL will require more information in the early stages of team entrance in order to place teams in appropriate divisions.  Coaches and teams will have to provide league and tournament records, player changes (adds/drops), etc. in order to allow the league to place the teams into appropriate divisions. There will be no division contesting period and this will drive earlier publication of schedules.  These changes primarily affect the older age groups as the younger age groups will still be placed based primarily on geography.

Eliminate Free Pre-Season Reschedule Period. LVYSL will allow teams to request up-front two or three weekends during the season when they will not be available due to player commitments, lack of players, etc. Accordingly, there will no longer be any free pre-season rescheduling period once the schedules are posted. This will require coaches and teams to speak with players at the start of the season and be more prepared instead of relying on the pre-season reschedule period.

Multiple Weekend Games. Teams will need to be prepared to play at any time on Saturday or Sunday and may have two games during a weekend (i.e., Saturday and Sunday games).

Enforce In-Season Reschedule Policy. In order to minimize the disruption that rescheduling takes on teams and referees, LVYSL will continue to enforce the policy of having at least ten days before a cancelled in-season game (i.e., due to weather) can be rescheduled.

These changes will go into effect for the Spring ’09 season, and a formal document detailing the final changes should be available in a few weeks.

In response to a question, David confirmed that the ten days start when the reschedule request goes to the games commissioner.

David further commented that these changes are a work in process but are necessary to simplify the scheduling and rescheduling process.  LVYSL is still considering what to do in the event severe weather conditions cause the cancellation of an entire weekend of games.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Not present.
As Rob was unavailable due to a conflicting commitment, David provided the Executive Director’s report. David reported that LVYSL’s 2009 indoor tournament at the Turff Club in Allentown is on February 14, 15 and 16 and the 2009 outdoor tournament at the Lehigh County fields is on June 6 and 7. The new tournament website is on-line at www.lehighvalleytournament.com.  Fall ’08 season winners that did not pick up their medals can contact Rob to arrange delivery.

Lastly, David reminded clubs that applications for the EPYSA State Cup were due by January 31.  More information is available at www.epysa.org.

TREASURER’S/VP OF FINANCE REPORT
Doug Jinks - VP of Finance (Tri-Boro SC) 
Not present.
Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 

Rich reported good news in that for the first time in 22 months he has real time information on LVYSL’s check book balance and all past LVYSL financial information has now been posted on QuickBooks.

As of December 31, 2008, LVYSL had a combined balance of $57,084 compared to a combined balance of $26,112 at December 31, 2007. This is LVYSL’s historical high compared to prior Decembers due to the collection of past due amounts owed to LVYSL by member clubs. LVYSL collected over $26,000 during the last two months of 2008 from member clubs, but there are still some clubs that are delinquent. 
Checks cleared for payment during the months of November and December totaled approximately $12,000 and include payment for field rentals for the Round Robin Tournament, $3,000 true-up for Hal Grahn for the referee assignment fee for Fall ’08, $2,500 to LVYSL’s accountants, $900 to Crown Trophy, $1,000 contribution to the Lehigh Valley Soccer Scholar Foundation and $520 to referees for cancelled games. The $520 payment for cancelled games compares favorably to last year’s payment of $1,500.
In response to a question, Rich stated that Rob has manually reconciled various issues in club financial statements and that all clubs should have up-to-date financial statements on the website. Rich again reminded members to go back to their club treasurers and review the finances and make payments if amounts are past due.  Rich informed members that Rob would not allow clubs to enter the Spring ’09 season if they owed money to LVYSL. If clubs have a dispute, then they should contact Rob.
VP OF OPERATIONS REPORT:
Wolfgang Hochleitner – (Lower Macungie YA) 
Not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Small sided game’s commissioner
Tom McConnell (Western Lehigh United SC) 
Not present.

Large sided girls game’s commissioner

Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro SC) 

Not present.

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David referred back to the proposed changes for the Spring ’09 season that he discussed as part of the President’s report.
REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)

Not present.

Gina Keys (Tri-Boro SC, Lehigh Valley United SC)

Gina asked that temporary coaches passes issued by LVYSL be returned to Kathy. In addition, dates for the Spring ’09 season are posted on the LVYSL website.
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)

Rich reminded clubs that the deadline for the State Cup was January 31 and that the roster freeze for cup teams would go into effect on March 15.  Likewise, LVYSL will implement its roster freeze from March 15 to March 30, and that the deadline to have new team applications into LVYSL is March 1. Clubs should check the LVYSL website for all applicable dates.
In response to a question regarding LVYSL finances, Rich and David stated that the bulk of LVYSL’s ’08 expenses are for EPYSA fees ($41,000 for Fall ’08 season entrance, of which $6,500 was for insurance), referee assignor fees ($13,000), LVYSL outdoor tournament ($61,000) and wages and compensation ($54,000). Total expenses for ’08 were approximately $207,000.
REFEREE ASSIGNOR’S REPORT 

Hal Grahn

Not present.

As Hal was unavailable, Chuck Murphy from Lower Macungie Youth Association provided the Referee Assignor’s report. Chuck reported that LVYSL is looking for more referees and needs clubs to sponsor referee clinics in the Spring so that a larger referee pool is ready for the Fall ’09 season.
EPYSA


Frank Olszewski

Not present.
Wim Roset

Wim provided the following information:

· The annual coaches workshop will be held on February 7, 2009 at the United Soccer Training Academy and the costs is $10; 
· The EPYSA outdoor cup information is online at the EPYSA website;

· EPYSA is looking for a part-time receptionist; and
· The annual general meeting (AGM) will be held on March 1 in Fort Washington.

OLD BUSINESS

In response to a question, David stated that it is LVYSL’s policy not to post standings or results for the younger age groups (U-9, U-10 and U-11).
NEW BUSINESS

None.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, February 10, 2009
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:12 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	2
	Black Thunder Futbol Club

	3
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	4
	Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

	5
	East Side Youth Center

	6
	East Stroudsburg F.C.

	7
	FC Freedom

	8
	FC Lehigh

	9
	Lehigh Valley United FC

	10
	Lower Macungie Youth Association

	11
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	12
	Northampton Soccer Club

	13
	Northwestern Soccer Club

	14
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	15
	Quakertown Soccer Club

	16
	Salisbury Y. A. Soccer Club

	17
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	18
	Stroudsburg United Soccer Club

	19
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	20
	West End Soccer League
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