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Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the January 13, 2009 minutes were read and modified to correct a scrivener’s error. As changed, the minutes were unanimously approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
David Constant (LV Magic SC)
David began the meeting by reporting on the Feb. 5, 2009 Executive Board meeting.  He stated that the Board agreed on the following dates for the Spring ’09 season:
· Team entrance period ends: Sunday, March 1, 2009

· Division placements posted: Sunday, March 8, 2009 

· Schedules posted: Saturday, March 21, 2009

· Game weekends (7): April 4, 18 and 25, May 2, 9, 16 and 30; no games on Easter or Memorial Day
· LVYSL outdoor tournament: June 6 and 7
The entrance period for existing teams was extended from Feb. 22 to Mar. 1 to accommodate the proposed changes to the Spring ’09 league entrance process such as (i) not allowing an appeal process for division placement, (ii) enhancing the league entrance to allow for individual team input on scheduling games and then not allowing any further convenience reschedules except as allowed pursuant to the Rules of Play, (iii) allowing teams to request two weekends where they would not play, and (iv) providing for block scheduling which may require teams to play at different times and on both Saturday and Sunday instead of one set time period. David will update and revise the Rules of Play to incorporate these topics and expects to have the revised rules posted by Feb. 14.

In response to a question, David indicated that the game cancellation policy remains the same but that the league would strictly enforce the policy of having at least ten days before a cancelled in-season game (i.e., due to weather) can be rescheduled except during the last two weeks of the season. David further explained that the key drivers of the proposed changes are to simplify the job of the volunteer games commissioners especially as it relates to scheduling and schedule changes, improve the use of referees and increase efficiency.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Rob reported that LVYSL’s 2009 indoor tournament at the Turff Club in Allentown is on February 14 and15 and that 40 teams are registered to play.  He also mentioned that he had filled the open U-12 boys slot for the tournament.  The 2009 outdoor tournament for U-9 through U-19 boys and girls at the Lehigh County fields is on June 6 and 7 and the tournament application opened last week. Please check the new tournament website at www.lehighvalleytournament.com for details.  LVYSL will be offering an 8 v. 8 option for the U-11 age groups.

Rob informed the members that he attend the EPYSA coaches’ workshop and witnessed some excellent workshops conducted by highly qualified college coaches. He reminded everyone that the EPYSA Annual General Meeting is coming up soon and that clubs should plan on attending.
From a financial perspective, Rob reported that there is currently only one club with an overdue balance in excess of $1,000.  Over the past 18 months, Rob and Rich Mitstifer have made a concentrated effort to collect (and have collected) approximately $14,000 in fines and fees for past seasons. Rob reminded clubs to send season entrance fees to the LVYSL address (PO Box 273, Parker Ford, PA 1945) and not directly to Rich (or Bill Newell).
Lastly, Rob discussed FC Delco’s request to have two teams play in the U-14 girls’ premier division during the Spring ’09 season. LVYSL’s rules allow teams to play in premier divisions even if they are not part of an approved member club.  Accordingly, it appears that there will be a U-14 girls premier division for Spring ’09, and clubs that are interested in playing in that division should use the premier application that is on the LVYSL website and submit it to Rob.  Rob believes that the division will have at least 4-5 teams, but he wants to offer the opportunity to all member clubs.
TREASURER’S/VP OF FINANCE REPORT
Doug Jinks - VP of Finance (Tri-Boro SC) 
Not present.
Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 

Not present. Please see Annex B for a written report submitted by Rich.
VP OF OPERATIONS REPORT:
Wolfgang Hochleitner – (Lower Macungie YA) 
Not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David distributed the Division Placement Information questionnaire attached hereto as Annex C. The purpose of the questionnaire is to obtain more information in the early stages of team entrance in order to place teams in appropriate divisions.  There will be no division contesting period and this will drive earlier publication of schedules.  David confirmed that the questionnaire is intended to provide an opportunity for member clubs to provide more information so the league can make an informed decision regarding division placement; it is not mandatory. Affected clubs, however, are encouraged to complete the form and submit it via email to David.
In response to a question, David stated that the questionnaire only affects the older age groups (U-12 and above) as the younger age groups (U-9, U-10 and U-11) will still be placed based primarily on geography.  Additionally, LVYSL only publishes scores and standing for the U-12 and above age groups.

In response to a question as to whether two U-17 teams from the same club can request to be placed in different divisions so that they do not have to play each other, David and Rob answered that they could not make that request.  As an alternative, one of the teams could request to play up at U-18.
Rob stated that for the Fall season, LVYSL expects to automate the Division Placement Information questionnaire into the season entrance process.

In response to a question regarding the elimination of the convenience pre-season reschedule period, David again stated that LVYSL will allow teams to request up-front two weekends during the season when they will not be available due to player commitments, lack of players, etc. This will require coaches and teams to speak with players at the start of the season and to be more prepared instead of relying on the pre-season rescheduling period.

A discussion among the members ensued regarding this topic, but David reaffirmed LVYSL’s commitment to simplify the job of the volunteer games commissioners especially as it relates to scheduling and schedule changes, improve the use of referees and increase efficiency.

Small sided game’s commissioner
Tom McConnell (Western Lehigh United SC) 
Nothing to add to David’s report.

Large sided girls game’s commissioner

Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro SC) 

Not present.

REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)

Not present.

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)

Kathy reminded clubs that the deadline for new teams’ registration packets is still Feb. 22 despite the league moving the team entrance deadline to Mar. 1.  This applies only to brand new teams that did not register with EPYSA/LVYSL for the Fall ’08 season.  The league registrars need the additional time to process the new players’ registration paperwork.

Kathy reported that LVYSL has 300 primary teams, 27 additional secondary teams and 327 head coaches registered with the league.  In addition, there are 14 teams that are awaiting league approval, and the league has issued over 800 coaches passes.
LVYSL will implement its moratorium on changes to rosters from Mar. 15 to Mar. 30, and the LVYSL roster freeze will go into affect on Apr. 8. The club registrars’ meeting will be held after the league meeting on Apr. 14. Clubs should check the LVYSL website for all applicable dates.

Gina Keys (Tri-Boro SC, Lehigh Valley United SC)

Nothing to add to Kathy’s report.

REFEREE ASSIGNOR’S REPORT 

Hal Grahn

Hal reported that there will be two referee courses in March and that there is need to increase the referee pool due to college bound referees and general attrition.  All that is needed to conduct a referee course is a class room with a chalkboard and a gym or field for one of the course days.  Information regarding the courses will be posted on the LVYSL website 
As a reminder for the start of the Spring season, Hal reiterated that coaches should not address officials, especially youth officials, with officiating issues. They should report any issues directly to Hal. Additionally, coaches should ensure that nets, corner flags, fields, line-ups, etc. are in order prior to the start of the game.

EPYSA


Wim Roset

Not present.
Frank Olszewski

Frank commented that the annual coaches workshop had two Eastern Pennsylvania alumni – Erica Walsh and Becky Edwards.

In addition, Frank reported on the following topics from the most recent EPYSA meeting:

· The USSF and USYSA are going to meet and discuss (i) small-sided games for up to U-12 and possibly mandating that there should be no scores kept for age groups up to U-12; (ii) USYSA running their own referee program concentrating on youth level referees; and (iii) changes to the birth year registration systems whereby players are registered according to their birth year.  These items are only up for discussion and no decisions have been made.

· EPYSA has entered into a partnership with the new Philadelphia team to be based in Chester.  This alliance should benefit EPYSA clubs.

· The referee fee schedule for the upcoming three-year period is coming up for renewal.

· EPYSA wants to have a link on their website that includes a more comprehensive database of licensed coaches.
· The AGM will be held on Mar. 1 at the Holiday Inn in Fogelsville, PA.  This is a mandatory meeting and elections will be held for a few open positions, including President.

In response to a question, Frank stated that the USYSA is looking at the free substitution rules and is considering changes that would limit substitutions at the older age groups in order to bring US soccer practices more in line with international rules.

Frank also attended the Central Pennsylvania league meeting. That league has approximately 270 teams so they are similar in size to LVYSL.  Frank heard many of the same issues and concerns at their league meeting, including:

· A focus on controlling costs and looking for ways to decrease travel.

· The league had approximately $12,000 in uncollected fines and fees.

· They run a 3 v. 3 street soccer program where they play in a cordoned off street in Harrisburg.

· The league runs an alliance program (a modified guest player system) that allows teams to get together for tournaments using players from different clubs.

· They have a rule that if a team doesn’t play in the league in the Fall season, then they can’t play in the Spring.

· The league has a competition committee that does the division placement based on some of the same concepts that David introduced earlier in the meeting.

Frank also reported that Charlotte Moran is still very active and goes into the EPYSA office three to four times per week. Well wishers are encouraged to send cards of support to Charlotte.

Lastly, Frank thanked LVYSL for continuing to sponsor the Lehigh Valley Scholar Soccer Program. This year’s winner was Adam Bastidas from Catasauqua High School.  They are also responsible for inducting individuals into the Lehigh Valley Soccer Hall of Fame, and LVYSL is encouraged to submit worthy applicants for induction.

OLD BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS

None.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, March 10, 2009
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:40 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	2
	Black Thunder Futbol Club

	3
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	4
	Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

	5
	East Side Youth Center

	6
	East Stroudsburg F.C.

	7
	ENCO United

	8
	FC Freedom

	9
	FC Lehigh

	10
	Lehigh Valley United FC

	11
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	12
	Nazareth Soccer Club

	13
	Northampton Soccer Club

	14
	PA Shooting Stars F.C.

	15
	Palisades Soccer Club

	16
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	17
	Quakertown Soccer Club

	18
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	19
	Slate Belt Youth Soccer Association

	20
	St. Joseph's Soccer Club

	21
	Stroudsburg United Soccer Club

	22
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	23
	Valley Soccer Club

	24
	West End Soccer League

	25
	Western Lehigh United Soccer Club

	26
	Wind Gap Area Athletic Association


Annex B
Treasurer’s Report


As of 1-31-2009: 
$59,243.26                

As of 1-31-2008: 
$24,637.34                

A difference of:

$34,605.92

This increase reflects the $30,000 surplus between LVYSL’s income and expenses in 2008, which was mostly a result of the collection efforts over the last three months of the year. Overall it's a positive step in that it gives the league insurance against a rainy tournament weekend. There were no checks written in January, other than the payroll and payroll tax expenses for Rob and Kathy.

Clubs are reminded that all payments should be mailed to Rob's PO Box at the Parker Ford address (LVYSL, PO Box 273, Parker Ford, PA 19457). Rich has been receiving some checks in the last month.

Annex C

Division Placement Information
Team Club/Name/Coach/Number

Division requested

If different than current entrance identify previous team club, coach, etc.

Provide name of league, season (date), division, and records for last three league seasons

Identify tournament name, date, division, and record for any tournaments the team participated in over the last three seasons or up to last five tournaments.  Specify any tournament awards won (for instance, champion, runner-up, etc.)

Describe impact of major player personnel changes on team strength.  Indicate generally where new players to team previously played, i.e., recreational teams, in-house programs, other travel teams (identify teams), etc.

Provide any other information you feel would help rank your team.  Examples may include head-to-head record against other LVYSL teams.
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