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*
Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the March 10, 2009 minutes were read and unanimously approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
David Constant (LV Magic SC)
David began the meeting by reporting that LVYSL’s Executive Board met the prior week to make plans for presenting the annual budget to the membership at the May meeting and the upcoming officer elections at the June meeting. David encouraged clubs to submit nominations and express their interest in becoming officers and joining the LVYSL Executive Board.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Not present.
TREASURER’S/VP OF FINANCE REPORT
Doug Jinks - VP of Finance (Tri-Boro SC) 
Not present.
Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 

As of March 31, 2009, LVYSL had a combined balance of $72,206 compared to a combined balance of $62,483 at March 31, 2008. The league is approximately $9,700 ahead of last year’s balances, but receipts are slowing down as the outdoor tournament applications are low compared to the same time period last year and are slow in arriving.  Deposits in March were down approximately $5,000 compared to last year.
In addition to customary payroll and payroll tax expenses, the league paid the first installment of the referee assignor’s fee in March, and in April, LVYSL will be paying the Spring EPYSA fee of $10,291.
VP OF OPERATIONS REPORT:
Wolfgang Hochleitner – (Lower Macungie YA) 
Not present.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David indicated that the league game scheduling process and the start of the season have been pretty smooth so far.  There were 769 games scheduled for the Spring season and 190 reschedule requests, of which 124 were approved, 56 were denied and 10 are pending.  David commended the teams and clubs that paid attention to the revised Rules of Play and provided useful input in the scheduling process.
In response to a question as to whether the league was noticing more forfeits, David responded that it was still too early in the season (only one weekend of games so far) to notice if there was any increase in forfeited games, but the league will monitor this as we get more data.

A member club asked why they were not allowed to reschedule a game at a field that was only 2 miles away as the initial field was unplayable.  In response, David answered that the club is allowed to request a reschedule if the field in unavailable and the league will approve such a request, but it must be made with at least 10 days of advance notice as per the Rules of Play.  The rescheduled game will be approved as long as it is for a date that is at lease 10 days from the date of the request.  This is necessary to allow the referee assignor to make changes and make sure that all of the games and any other game changes are covered.  Hal also stated that he can’t keep up with the referee assignment process if the league allows changes within the 10 day period. He further stated that the club should have known that those fields were not playable due to their condition and use over the winter months, and games should not have been scheduled there in the first place.

A member club asked what happens if fields are vandalized. David responded that the Rules of Play allow for those games to be rescheduled due to field unavailability, but the reschedules games must be at least 10 days from the reschedule request.
A member club asked if the league would reschedule a game that was cancelled because the opposing coach/players went to an overseas tournament.  David suggested that the coach schedule a friendly game against that team, but that they league would not be rescheduling the game.

A member club asked whether the league is considering scheduling time slots for different age groups for the Fall season as it has done in the past.  David indicated that the Rules of Play probably would not accommodate that method of scheduling any more as teams have the ability to request days off and those games would out of necessity need to be played outside of the allocated time slots.  The league is going to give member clubs time to adjust to the new Rules of Play and scheduling process. The rationale for the changes remains the same: simplify the jobs of the games commissioners especially as it relates to scheduling and schedule changes; improve the use of referees; and increase efficiency by scheduling games at a single location back-to-back. Tom added that, in his opinion, the number of complaints and issues have significantly decreased for the Spring season due to the changes implemented in the Rules of Play.

David had, and offered to show to any interested member club, the print-out of game reschedule requests and the reasons for approval and denial so that the clubs could see that the Rules of Play were being applied consistently for all clubs.  In addition, David centralized the rescheduling request process for the Spring so only one LVYSL official is responsible for approving or denying requests in accordance with the Rules of Play.
Small sided game’s commissioner
Tom McConnell (Western Lehigh United SC) 
Nothing to add to David’s report.

Large sided girls game’s commissioner

Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro SC) 

Not present.

REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro SC, Lehigh Valley United SC)

Not present.

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)
Gina reminded clubs that the club registrars’ meeting will be held after the league meeting.

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)

Rich reminded clubs that rosters are frozen and the change process will reopen on May 15 in order to allow clubs to make changes for the tournament season.

REFEREE ASSIGNOR’S REPORT 

Hal Grahn

Hal reported that there were two incidents during the first game weekend: one player red card and one coach ejection. Both of these incidents were for abusing game officials and result in a minimum automatic three game suspension. Hal reiterated that coaches should not address officials, especially youth officials, with officiating issues. Many calls are in the opinion of the referee, and the referee is not going to change his or her mind. Coaches should report any issues directly to Hal through the game reports. 

Hal stated that all coaches need to communicate and should be familiar with the league’s cancellation policies. Coaches need to call him (telephone) at least 2 hours prior to a match if a game is to be cancelled due to weather or else clubs will be assessed the referee’s fees for that game. If at all possible and if coaches know of a loss of field ahead of time, please give Hal a heads up as soon as possible.

Additionally, coaches should ensure that nets, corner flags, fields, line-ups, etc. are in order prior to the start of the game.

EPYSA


Wim Roset

Frank Olszewski

Not present.

OLD BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS

None.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, May 12, 2009
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:00 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Berks Ajax

	2
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	3
	Black Thunder Futbol Club

	4
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	5
	Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

	6
	East Stroudsburg F.C.

	7
	Enco United

	8
	FC Freedom

	9
	FC Lehigh

	10
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	11
	Nazareth Soccer Club

	12
	Northampton Soccer Club

	13
	Northwestern Soccer Club

	14
	Palisades Soccer Club

	15
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	16
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	17
	Slate Belt Youth Soccer Association

	18
	St. Thomas More Soccer Club

	19
	Stroudsburg United Soccer Club

	20
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	21
	Valley Soccer Club

	22
	West End Soccer League

	23
	Western Lehigh United Soccer Club
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