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Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM.
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the April 14, 2009 minutes were read and unanimously approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
David Constant (LV Magic SC)
David began the meeting by reporting that this would be his last meeting as President due to the upcoming officer elections in June. David encouraged clubs to submit nominations and express their interest in becoming officers and joining the LVYSL Executive Board as all positions are open.

David further reflected on his philosophy and actions during his two year term as President, and stated that changes implemented during his term in office were consistent with his and the Board’s view that LVYSL is a travel league that requires a higher level of commitment from players and all participants. He commented that there are various other options available for recreational and in-house soccer players and changes such as those made to the Rules of Play and others decisions were based on the premise that LVYSL should require a higher level of dedication consistent with the philosophy behind a travel soccer league. David further stated that he believes that LVYSL’s target markets are committed U-12 to U-19 travel players and that the league while it has grown over the past few years does not seek to expand or to take share from other leagues, some of which are now defunct.
The members thanked David for his service to LVYSL, and David commented that while he was stepping away as President he will still be involved with the league and continue to volunteer his time. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Rob reported that tournament time is soon approaching and that registrations have picked up during the last ten to 14 days.  While overall tournament registration is down about 15%, Rob commented that we are in better shape than some other tournaments such as the Pocono Cup which have been cancelled.  There are 131 teams currently registered, and we expect to have a total of 140 teams participate. There are about four to five spots still open and the acceptance list was posted on the tournament website on May 12.  The tournament will be held at two locations – Lehigh County Fields (five small and two large fields) and Lehigh University (12 total fields) – and schedules should be posted within the next two weeks.
For the Fall 2009 season, Rob reported that U-11 will be exclusively 8 v 8 while U-12 will have the option of playing 8 v 8 or 11 v 11.  LVYSL’s long-term plan is to go to 8 v 8 at U-12 starting with the Fall 2011 season.  FC Delco and PAGS have announced plans to play U-11 at 8 v 8 starting with the Fall 2010 season.

Rob also mentioned the upcoming officer elections at the June meeting, and indicated that he will be sending an email to club representatives regarding elections (all positions are up for election). Rob encouraged clubs to submit nominations and express their interest in becoming officers and joining the LVYSL Executive Board.

In response to a question regarding the league’s approach to U-12 for the Fall season, David commented that it would be the same as the U-11 was for the Fall 2009 season. Rob noted that the league would not force clubs to play in one division or another.  He expects that, similar to the league’s experience with the U-11 age group, there will be enough teams to field U-12 divisions at both 8 v 8 and 11 v 11.  Kathy mentioned that the difference this year is that the EPYSA database has been fixed to allow a team to choose either 8 v 8 or 11 v 11, and that once chosen a team could not play, as an example, 11 v 11 in the Fall 2009 season and then change to 8 v 8 for the Spring 2010 season. David stated that the league will consider allowing U-12 teams that register and play 11 v 11 in the Fall to change to 8 v 8 in the Spring – similar to what we did with the U-11 age group during the past season.

A member club mentioned that one of his U-10 coaches (to be U-11 this year) played in seven tournaments last year and not one offered 8 v 8 as an option for U-11.  He questioned whether we could petition EPYSA not to sanction tournaments that did not offer an 8 v 8 option for the U-11 age group.  A discussion ensued, and Frank Olszewski, the EPSYA representative, stated that he would raise this issue with Wim Roset, the EPYSA tournament director.

A member club requested that the league consider allowing the U-9, U-10 and U-11 teams of smaller member clubs to have 18 players on the roster.  Small clubs have a hard time getting enough players at the older age groups after they cut players in order to be at the appropriate roster size for the U-9, U-10 and U-11 age groups.  A discussion ensued among the members, and Kathy described the club pass option whereby club passes are issued to players and they could play on multiple club teams as long as they met the age criteria.  David indicated that the roster sizes (14 or 18) are set by EPYSA and are part of the EPYSA registration process so the league cannot change them.  The league’s only decision was to mandate that U-11 play at 8 v 8 and therefore the roster size for U-11 is now limited to 14 players.

TREASURER’S/VP OF FINANCE REPORT
Doug Jinks - VP of Finance (Tri-Boro SC) 
Not present.
Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 

David stated that Rich was presenting the budget at this May meeting in accordance with the league’s by-laws, and that this was the first time that he recalled a budget being presented for approval to the members in about five years.

Rich reviewed the annual budget for the period from Aug. 1, 2009 to July 31, 2010 (a copy of which was handed to members during the meeting).  He went over various line items such as the income and expense lines for the performance bond item, the outdoor tournament line items and the telephone expense line item.  Rich further mentioned that the budget was based on two years of historical data and the line items have been pretty steady for the past two years.  The league has operated with a $30K surplus in 2008 but that was primarily attributable to Rob’s collection efforts for amounts past due from the 2006 and 2007 seasons.  Going forward, Rich expects the league to operate with a much more modest surplus consistent with the budget numbers.  In addition, Rich suggested that the league consider obtaining tournament insurance as cancellation of the tournament due to bad weather could have a substantial impact on the budget and the league’s net income.
After discussion the budget was unanimously approved.

As of April 30, 2009, LVYSL had a combined balance of $98,781 compared to a combined balance of $84,313 at April 30, 2008. The league is running ahead of last year’s balances, and receipts in April were approximately $39,000 versus $29,000 last year due to the receipt and deposit of the outdoor tournament registration fees.
In addition to customary payroll and payroll tax expenses, the league paid the referee assignor’s fee monthly fee.  In May, the league expects to make various payments for outdoor tournament expenses.
VP OF OPERATIONS REPORT
Wolfgang Hochleitner – (Lower Macungie YA) 
Not present. David indicated that Wolfgang will not be standing for reelection at next month’s meeting.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David indicated the league has been pretty lucky with the weather and there have not been many cancellations.  David acknowledged that the new Rules of Play were a major change for many clubs and there was a possibility that some teams were not aware of all of the changes.  As it was not the league’s intention to generate income through game forfeiture fees, every team will have free pass for their first forfeited game.  That means they will not be charged with the $100 forfeiture fee, but they will still have to pay the referee fees if they did not advise the referee assignor of the cancellation or otherwise pay the referee.  This is a one-time amnesty that will not be in place for future seasons.
Tom added that, in his opinion, the number of complaints and issues have significantly decreased for the Spring season due to the changes implemented in the Rules of Play.

Small sided game’s commissioner
Tom McConnell (Western Lehigh United SC) 
Nothing to add to David’s report.

Large sided girls game’s commissioner

Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro SC) 

Not present. David indicated that Bernie will not be standing for reelection at next month’s meeting.
REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro SC, Lehigh Valley United SC)

Not present.

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)

Rich stated that the weekly reminders of outstanding club balances will be updated this week as the registrars caught up on PS-1 changes so clubs will likely see decreases to positive balances. In addition, Rob will be updating the fees for the Spring season – late game reporting, referee fees, etc. – and that will also affect club balances.

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)
Kathy reminded clubs that the LVYSL roster freeze will be lifted on May 15.  In addition, the league has completed its RG-1 and the EPYSA travel database will open on May 30.  All required registration documents for the Fall 2009 season are posted in the Registrar’s section of the LVYSL website. If a club is requesting a new registrar, then they must advise Kathy by May 15 or else they will remain with the registrar currently assigned to their club.
Lastly, Kathy asked for registrars (paid positions) for the outdoor tournament. 

REFEREE ASSIGNOR’S REPORT 

Hal Grahn

Hal reported that play on the field is getting more violent and there have been a number of red cards issued.  Clubs need to do more to curb player’s and coaches’ conduct.  Another coach was thrown off the field because he posed a threat to a youth official. In addition, parents need to be controlled and urged to just cheer on their players in a positive manner. Hal reiterated that coaches should not address officials, especially youth officials, with officiating issues. Many calls are in the opinion of the referee, and the referee is not going to change his or her mind. Coaches should report any issues directly to Hal through the game reports. 

Rob added that the Rules of Play mandate automatic suspensions for red card offenses, which are likely not appealable as most are issued in the referee’s judgment.

In connection with missed assignments by referees, Hal reported that he is addressing this issue with the state office and expects them to take action.

There is a referee course coming up in Lehigh Township. The league needs more officials, and Hal urged everyone to consider sending potential referees to the course. In response to a question, Hal stated that the minimum age for the referee course in Pennsylvania is 14. 
Hal stated that all coaches need to communicate and should be familiar with the league’s cancellation policies. Coaches need to telephone him (email is not sufficient as he is not constantly checking his email) at least 2 hours prior to a match if a game is to be cancelled due to weather or else clubs will be assessed the referee’s fees for that game. If at all possible and if coaches know of a loss of field ahead of time, please give Hal a heads up as soon as possible.

EPYSA


Wim Roset

Not present.

Frank Olszewski

There has not been a formal EPYSA meeting since the AGM in March, but Frank reported the following items from an executive committee conference call held on May 11:

· The EPYSA treasurer reminded clubs to issue 1099’s for anyone that is making more than $600 and to file their Form 990’s or 990-EZ’s if they are a non-profit.

· EPYSA is hiring a new executive director and has a list of 26 qualified candidates.
· The Philadelphia Union men’s soccer team name and logo was rolled out on May 11, and the women’s franchise roll-out is scheduled for the week of May 18.

· The EPYSA cup competitions are coming to a conclusion and the regional tournaments are next.

· The referee fees for the Fall 2009/Spring 2010 season will remain the same.  A new three year schedule is in process of being finalized but the first year fees will remain the same as this year.

· The Lehigh Valley Soccer Scholar Athlete dinner for high school girls will be held on May 30.

OLD BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS

None.
GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, June 9, 2009
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:52 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	2
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	3
	Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

	4
	East Side Youth Center

	5
	East Stroudsburg F.C.

	6
	Enco United

	7
	FC Freedom

	8
	Lower Macungie Youth Association

	9
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	10
	Northwestern Soccer Club

	11
	Palisades Soccer Club

	12
	Quakertown Soccer Club

	13
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	14
	Slate Belt Youth Soccer Association

	15
	South Parkland Youth Association

	16
	Southern Lehigh Soccer League

	17
	Stroudsburg United Soccer Club

	18
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	19
	Valley Soccer Club

	20
	West End Soccer League

	21
	Western Lehigh United Soccer Club
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