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Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM.
Roll Call: 
Clubs are fined for non-attendance based on the sign-in sheet. A list of clubs attending this meeting is attached as Annex A.
*
*
*

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

As a first order of business, the June 9, 2009 minutes were read and unanimously approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
David Constant (LV Magic SC)
David began the meeting by noting the start of a new Fall soccer season and good attendance at the league meeting.  He also asked the members if anyone was interested in volunteering to serve on the Board as there were open positions, including President.  Dave further reported that the Board held a meeting on Aug. 10 and that while no material issues were discussed minutes of the meeting would be available on the league website.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Rob Rooney (FC Lehigh) 
Rob reported that two of his primary objectives during the upcoming season would be to meet with (1) Newill Software Industries to discuss a redesign of the LVYSL website to make it more visually appealing and better organized and (2) the Turff Club to discuss options regarding the continued use of the facility for the league’s indoor tournament as the league’s tournament application/paperwork is due to EPYSA in October.  The Turff Club has indicated that the current arrangement whereby the league used the facility for free during the holiday weekend was no longer feasible.
Rob also informed the members that the automated league emails that are distributed on Saturday mornings are simply reports and reminders (if applicable) of payments either due to the league from member clubs or refunds due from the league to member clubs.  The reports do not necessarily mean that payments are late or past due, and they are forwarded to all individuals designated as league representatives for a club on the LVYSL website. Clubs were reminded to update their club directories to ensure proper delivery of league correspondence.  Finally, Rob mentioned that if you need help logging into the LVYSL website, please call him and he can assist you.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Rich Mitstifer - Treasurer (Northwestern SC) 

Rich had refund checks for past seasons and proceeded to pass them out to member clubs that were in attendance.  He also reminded club representatives to update their club directories on the LVYSL website in ensure proper delivery of league correspondence, including refund checks for those not in attendance. Clubs should not use credits/refunds from past seasons to offset payments due for the Fall 2009 season as these refunds are intended to take care of balances/credits from past seasons. 

As of July 31, 2009, LVYSL had a combined balance of $101,276 compared to a combined balance of $64,521 at July 31, 2008. The league is running ahead of last year’s balances and payments for the current season are coming in at about the same rate as last year. Deposits in July ‘09 were approx. $17,000 compared to approx. $16,000 in July 2008. In addition, Rob deposited $21,000 on August 11. The only major outstanding tournament expense (approx. $13,000) is for the Lehigh University Fields and Rob has that invoice which he will forward to Rich for payment.

VP OF OPERATIONS REPORT
Greg Ramos – (Lehigh Valley United FC) 
Greg stated that he was still familiarizing himself with the role of VP of Operations and that he had been attending Board and league meetings to become better educated about league operations.  One of Greg’s priorities will be gathering information about various scheduling alternatives and assisting the league in development a scheduling proposal that makes sense for the league and member clubs.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Large sided boys game’s commissioner

David Constant (LV Magic SC)

David will be handling all division placements and scheduling as the large sided girls game’s commissioner and small sided game’s commissioner positions are currently unfilled.  He expects to have the divisions posted by August 17 and the schedules by August 24.  Rob reminded clubs that the league does its best to meet these deadlines, but sometimes scheduling complications and other factors push the schedule out a few days.  The divisions and schedules will be posted as soon as practicable, but if they are a few days late, please do no email David or Rob as that will only slow down the process.
David commented that the scheduling outline should probably not have been referred to as a proposal as it was primarily intended to foster a discussion regarding scheduling alternatives and to poll league members’ reactions to a new way of scheduling league games.  The comments on the league website discussion forum were generally opposed to the self-scheduling outline. For the Fall, the league will continue to operate in the same way that it did in the Spring. Coaches are encouraged to review the Rules of Play that are posted on the LVYSL website in order to understand the scheduling rules.

In response to a question as to whether there would be a grace period for free rescheduling, David responded that there would not, and the rules would be the same as they were in the Spring: no rescheduling requests will be approved except for the reasons set forth in the Rules of Play (State Cup Match Conflict; Soccer Tournament Conflict; Loss of Field – Due to closure or unplayable conditions; and Cancelled match due to weather related conditions).  In addition, David reminded members to advise coaches that they can submit a request for up to four weekend days where they prefer not to play and the league will try to accommodate their request.  These four days will be in addition to the Labor Day and Columbus Day weekends when there are no league games. If the request has already been made in the comment section during the online registration process, then it does not need to be restated.
In response to a question as to whether a loss of field due to a conflict with games scheduled by different leagues is a legitimate reason to request a schedule change, David responded that it is and clubs should be prepared to document the loss of field due to a field conflict.

Rob reminded clubs that a coach’s absence or conflicts with other sports are not valid reasons for requesting a scheduling change even if both coaches agree to the change.  A member club asked if a parent can coach if the only carded coach is absent. David and Rob responded that only LVYSL carded coaches can coach a team. If there is no carded coach present, then the game would be considered a forfeit.  (Tri-Boro is holding a U8/U10 Youth Module Coaching Course on Aug. 29 from 9 am – 1 pm.)

REGISTRARS’ REPORT

Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg United SC)
Not present.

Gina Keys (Lehigh Valley United SC)

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern SC)

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro SC)
Kathy stated that for the 2009/10 season EPYSA had 278 teams that are affiliated with LVYSL, and 30 of those teams were secondary and would only probably be playing in the Spring. Kathy also commented on a registration/audit issue that has arisen: team’s failure to check a player’s place of origin during the EPYSA registration process. Teams should make sure they check their audit report and ensure that they have checked the appropriate box for a player’s place of origin.  Lastly, Kathy reminded clubs that every team in LVYSL must be in approved status on September 1 so any pending PS-1’s that are in the data base on August 31 will be deleted, and clubs will have to re-enter them after September 1.
Rich reminded clubs that the U8/U10 youth module coaching course is only valid for head coaches up to and including the U10 level.  Head coaches for U11 and above need to take additional coaching courses, and the requirements are posted on the LVYSL website.

REFEREE ASSIGNOR’S REPORT 

Hal Grahn

Hal requested that two clubs host referee classes for the Fall – one by the end of August and one in early to late October.  The league needs to replenish the referee pool as we lost referees who began college this year and due to the requirement to register on-line this year.  In response to a question, Hal stated that the minimum age to become a referee is 14. 
Hal again reminded teams to control their coaches and parents and to be respectful and not address officials, especially youth officials, with officiating issues. Coaches should report any issues directly to Hal through the game reports, and Hal addresses all comments directly with the officials (and with coaches when they request a call back or a response). As we prepare for the Fall season, Hal reiterated that coaches should ensure that nets, corner flags, fields, line-ups, referee fees, etc. are in order prior to the start of the game.

Rob added that coaches should review and be familiar with the Rules of Play as there were changes made in the Spring. There are automatic suspensions for red card offenses. There were too many red cards in the Spring, and David stated that the league reserves the right to go above the league minimums for red card offenses, especially for repeat offenders.

EPYSA


Wim Roset

Frank Olszewski

Wim reported on the following items:

· Passed out an article from The Washington Post regarding the Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA) and reminded clubs that there would be a PCA symposium on August 30 at Immaculata University.
· A College Showcase Tournament in April (not an EPYSA sanctioned) was cancelled and organizers did not refund the registration fees. Members should only participate in EPYSA sanctioned events.

· The referee fees for the Fall 2009/Spring 2010 season will remain the same.  

· The AGM and workshop will be in Hershey, PA in 2010.

· The U18 FC Bucks girls won the national championship - the first team from EPYSA to do so.

· EPYSA hired Chris Brandson as its Chief Executive Officer, and he will start on September 1.

· Frank Olszewski is the Chairman of the Hall of Fame Committee.
Frank reported on the following items:

· There were 365 overnight players at the EPYSA resident camp and over 500 players in total.  They are considering expanding the camp to two weeks.

· Starting in 2009/10, ODP will have five U12 and three U13 teams.

· There is a charitable foundation established in Charlotte Moran’s name, and it accepts donations from individuals and organizations.

· Pat Letourneau from Freedom HS in Bethlehem was one of the EPYSA scholarship recipients.

· Nominees for Coach of the Year (EPYSA) are due early.
· High school juniors are encouraged to apply for the Urban League Award (including scholarships) as there are 20 openings for EPYSA players.

OLD BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS

Hal stated that clubs that are considering running a tournament must use licensed referee assignors (of which there are three in the area) to assign tournament referees.


The Ukrainian Nationals asked for membership into LVYSL in order to field a U-11 girl’s team as they want to play an 8 v. 8 format and PAGS has not yet converted to 8 v. 8 for the U-11 age group. After discussion, there was no member opposition to the application and the Ukrainian Nationals were accepted as LVYSL members with the understanding that the U-11 girl’s team would be playing all away games for their first year.

GOOD OF THE GAME

None.
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, September 8, 2009
7:30 PM

Northampton Community College

*
*
*

There being no other business, at 8:40 PM, the meeting was adjourned.

/s/ Paul Bento



Secretary
Annex A
	1
	Bethlehem Soccer Club

	2
	Carbon United Soccer Club

	3
	Catasauqua Youth Soccer Association

	4
	Deep Run Soccer Club

	5
	East Stroudsburg FC

	6
	FC Freedom

	7
	FC Lehigh

	8
	Lehigh Valley United FC

	9
	LV Magic Soccer Club

	10
	Nazareth Soccer Club

	11
	Northwestern Soccer Club

	12
	PA Shooting Stars F.C.

	13
	Palisades Soccer Club

	14
	Parkland Area Soccer Club

	15
	Quakertown Soccer Club

	16
	Saucon Valley Soccer Club

	17
	South Parkland Youth Association

	18
	Southern Lehigh Soccer League

	19
	St. Joseph’s Soccer Club

	20
	St. Thomas More Soccer Club

	21
	Stroudsburg United Soccer Club

	22
	Tri-Boro Soccer Club

	23
	Valley Soccer Club

	24
	West End Soccer League

	25
	Ukrainian Nationals
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