Approved Meeting Minutes
LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

May 09, 2006

7:30PM

Office number: 
610-530-7580 


Bill Newill Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 12:00 - 5:00pm

Registrar’s Office (“the turff club” location):
484-765-0150
Office Hours
Monday – Friday 12:00 AM – 3:00 PM
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org  

State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485
Call to Order:
Bernie Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet. 


APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

April Meeting Minutes handed out and approved;  1st by Wim R., 2nd by Dave Bates; approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: (Bernie Bennett)
Asked for volunteers for a grievance hearing (non-Board members and non-Wyoming Valley nor USTA) for an appeal of a referee’s decision.  Looking for five person panel, and if five state prefers that a referee be on the panel. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Bob Amiano will be taking over (absent tonight).   No report.  
VP of FINANCE:

Bernie Bennett noted we still need to fill this position.  The person filling this position would report quarterly on the budget to the membership; not write checks, etc.   This person would play a key role in our evaluation of our costs and fee structure.   

( Anyone interested in this position or in running for any Board position to run please tell Bill Newill or Bernie Bennett.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Fines report – Many games not reported yet for Spring.  Statements are on-line for fines, etc.  Three clubs have not yet paid their Spring entrance fees – have talked to separately.   for the current season and click on Game Reporting Summary.  This allows a League Rep to view all games that have been played by their club and see which games have not been reported by which teams.  It also has the coaches email (just click on the coaches name) so you can send off a reminder email.

Please continue to check your club statement – on-line at least each week.

League Reps:  Let your coaches know that they need to report games within 72 hours of the game.

Tournament – have 175 team signed up, looking for U18-U19 boys teams to form a bracket (have 3 teams so far).  Tournament apparel is for sale on the website.  Some only available on website – will not order for speculative sales.  

Need field marshals (paid, usually teenagers), registration, 

SPYA is hosting a NSCAA Advanced Regional Diploma coaching clinic June 16-18.  Details are available on the LVYSL website (see discussion in New Business).

VP OF OPERATIONS (SELECT)

Tammy M – no new news.  One parent reported that the boys teams played Quakertown past weekend - competitive, some tough competitions including advanced premier teams, but teams competed well.

GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

SMALL-SIDED: Scott Weinberger reported most reschedule requests now coming in are for allowed reasons.

LARGE BOYS:  Dave Constant reported that have had 441 reschedule requests, of which 234 were prior to deadline, about 207 since, roughly 85% on rainouts for two weekends.  Also noticing that State Cup becoming a large reason for reschedules.  Have processed several ejections, mostly players, also one coach. 

Kathy Garcia noted that the requesting team pays the reschedule fee (not necessarily the home team).

LARGE GIRLS: Mike Schroder – no report (absent).

REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Kathy Garcia:

· Need volunteers for the tournament – will have team registration at the fields Saturday morning.

· Fields will be County, Wehrs Dam and Lehigh...

· Still in Roster Freeze (April 10th to May 22nd)
Rich Mitstifer:  No report

Diane Moxness:  No report.

REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS

Hal reported:  

· Thanks to coaches for helping coordinate reschedules to allow refs to minimize travel and do games at same fields, and for reschedules for off-times.

· On other hand, still having aggressive play in U-17 boys (many ejections).  Many red cards still being handed out due to persistent fouling.  Need to control players – coaches, please calm down your players when they start getting aggressive / hot.

· Many questions about hand balls not being called – cited rules (has to be intentional in the opinion of the referee, his or her decision and judgment).  

· Also the AR can advise the referee of a foul, must be booked at first stoppage of play after the event, can't be later.  

· Some instances in younger games of too many coaches – Hal will address refs to enforce rules.

EPYSA

Wim Roset reported. 
· Question last month re does a player need a RG-6 for Tryouts? No – but they should be registered with a club for tryouts.

· RG-1 deadline July 1st.

· Big discussion how to get volunteers - at EPYSA level as well.  Pulling together a booklet on how to get volunteers.

· Looking at possibility of a two-year player pass.

· www.OUT#2.com – online newspaper.

OLD BUSINESS

Application for new club – Carbon United.  This is a combination of Jim Thorpe Soccer with Towamensing and Lehighton.  Applied to join LVYSL last month, approved by LVYSL  Executive Board.   General membership approved:  1st – Valerie B. (BSC),  2nd Wim.  Discussion?  None  Accepted unanimously.

June will be Board elections.  All LVYSL Board positions are open.  LVYSL Board positions are for a 1 year term. – Anyone interested in running for any position, please notify Bill N or Bernie B.

U17 game length still open issue. Had been 45 minutes at one time, then League did modify game length to 40 minutes per Rules of Play last fall (darkness, etc.), but there still seems to be confusion if it is 40 or 45 minutes.  LVYSL had dropped to 40 minutes – but paying higher ref fees for U17-U19 and coaches asking for 45 minutes.  After discussion, it was agreed that LVYSL will change its rules of play and return to 45 minute halves for U17 and U19 effectively immediately.

NEW BUSINESS

Two clubs interested in possibly joining LVYSL.

1. Champion Sportsplex:  Have U9-U10 team, starting up U14 girls and U15 boys teams.  Have field under construction on donated land.  Located near West End (Pocono area)

2. Moore Township:  Play at Moore Township complex (Bath) – have 8 sr and 4 jr fields, looking to put in U12 girls and U12 boys and U10 team.  Have both in-house and travel teams – play in Blue Mountain league that has been more recreational focused.

Regional and Advanced Diploma courses will be hosted by SPYA June 16-18 (weekend after LVYSL tournament), will be at Lone Lane fields.  Cost is  $90 for Advanced, and $60 for Regional course.  The Advanced course is equivalent to a “D” license – includes critiquing of how you conduct a practice, etc.  Information on LVYSL website as of today.

Question – will LVYSL have a U15 boys division in the fall?  Expect to have two teams from Parkland.  Depends how many teams are entered.  Rich M pointed out that LVYSL did have older boys division in past except for last two years.  Last year only had 3 teams enter, not enough to have a division.  Other problem sometimes is finding licensed coaches for these teams.  Bernie noted have had as many as 10-12 teams, 

Bethlehem Soccer Club has restructured, having tryouts, building new field off Schoenersville (East Hills won’t allow them to use fields anymore).  

See www.USSoccer.org – applications for soccer field development grants.  

Meeting Adjourned at 8:44 PM.

NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 
    7:30pm Northampton Community College Rm 190 – Hartzell Hall.

Respectively submitted by,

Doug Varney

Secretary
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