Unapproved Meeting Minutes
LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

Aug 08, 2006

7:30PM

Office number: 
610-530-7580 


Bill Newill Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 12:00 - 5:00pm

Registrar’s Office (“the turff club” location):
484-765-0150
Office Hours
Monday – Friday 12:00 AM – 3:00 PM
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org  

State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485
Call to Order:
Doug Varney called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet. 


APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

June Meeting Minutes handed out and approved;  1st ​​​​– Kathy Garcia,  2nd Manuale;  passed unanimously with no discussion.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: (Bill Newill reporting for Bernie Bennett)
President met with the Executive Director to review league needs and prioritize league projects for the 2006-2007 year.  Among these projects are league budget implementation, ways to minimize league and club paperwork, making better use of the LVYSL website (which is used tremendously already), and ways to make League Representatives lives easier (see Exec Dir report).

Thanks for those who volunteers to sit on grievance committee (not needed)

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Bob Amiano absent tonight.  
Club statements are on website.  League statements not available tonight.  League balances are:

Old CAP account: $4,200

Money Mrkt Acct: $69,600

Checking Acct: $14,000

LVYSL Tournament made over $25,000 profit to the league with all the income not yet received (from photography company and on-site vendors).  This is on par with other years and this money is used to keep league costs to a minimum for the member clubs.

The new VP of Finance, the treasurer and Exec Director are putting together a plan to formalize the league budget by the November 2006 meeting for the 2006-2007 soccer year.  This budget was not done the previous year and will take a bit of work to get it back on track.  Within this processes, the financial processes of the league are being reviewed for efficiency and functionality.

VP of FINANCE:

New position – proposed to make it a Board of Director position (see Exec Dir. Report).  Will be filled by Rich Mitstifer.   
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

1. Statements will be completed for the 2005-2006 season by Friday Aug 11th.

2. If your club has not paid their entrance fees for Fall 2006, please do so immediately.  Letters will be going out on Friday Aug 11th for clubs who have not yet paid.

3. League Representatives:
a. Club Directories – need to contain all the club positions in the website directory:

i. Club President

ii. League Representative

iii. Club Registrar

b. Season Entrance on the website - Improvements are being made

i. Season Entrance Wizard

1. The Wizard will first list everything the Club’s League Rep needs to have in front of them before starting the process.

2. The Wizard will walk the League Rep through each step of the process: including:

a. Entering Club Member’s in the Directory (Coaches, Club Officials, etc…)

b. Entering or affirming fields and directions for the season.

c. Entering Teams into the website (Team Numbers, Coaches, etc…)  including allowing the user to copy a team from the previous season within the soccer year (can’t cross soccer years because the team number’s change)

4. Vote in a Board Member: Registrar – Gina Keys

a. Motion: Gina Keys to be installed on the LVYSL Board of Directors as a Registrar.
Will be presented to membership for approval next meeting

5. By-Laws change 

a. Hand out changes to the By-Laws.  This is club notification that these issues will be voted on in September.

1. New Position proposed as Board Level position – VP Finance.  
- Duties, etc. per handout including preparation of budget, etc.
- Rich Mitstifer has volunteered to fill this position 

2. Remove League positions – College Liaison and High School Liaison; these haven’t been filled in years.  Take these to your clubs for discussion and approval next meeting

6. New Clubs asking for Membership since the last league meeting.

a. Boyertown Soccer Club

i. Was approved by a vote of the LVYSL Board of Directors for the Fall 2006 Season only since the Club Membership will not have an opportunity to vote on their membership.  

ii. Boyertown Soccer Club’s continued membership after Fall 2006 will be voted on by the league membership at the September Meeting.  

iii. Boyertown Soccer Club should have a League Representative at that meeting prepared to talk to the LVYSL Membership about their club.

b. Tuckhannock Soccer Club

i. Was not approved by the LVYSL Board of Directors for membership into LVYSL

ii. The club only had one team interested in travel as a division B team.

iii. The club is 20-30 minutes north of Abington Soccer Club

c. Champion Sportsplex/USA FC

i. Was discussed by the LVYSL Board of Directors and voted on to see if this club’s entrance should be brought back up to the league membership for a vote.

ii. The vote of the Board was No and a letter was sent to Champion Sportsplex stating this and that the club was free to ask for membership again in a different season.

7. LVYSL / EPYSA Paperwork Committee

a. The LVYSL Office Staff would like to form a committee to review the current paperwork required by LVYSL and EPYSA and see if this can be reduced or simplified.  No volunteers from the membership were willing to serve on this committee.
VP OF OPERATIONS (SELECT)

Open position.  Looking for volunteers.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Mike Schoder reported:  Commissioner’s have agreed ideal division sizes will be 6 teams = 10 games, home and away.  Division placements based on prior records.  
Large Girls:  Will move U15 girls to Saturday afternoons, likely 3 pm, perhaps some 4 pm early in the Fall.  Moved due to resource issues, noted that U15 can roster 22 players.  Also, due to limited teams enetered in higher age groups, will be combining some age groups.

Large Boys:  Bill Newill reported for Dave Constant (unavailable due to a death in his family.  He called in his report) For the Large Sided Boys, there are more divisions this season with smaller numbers of teams.  After researching other leagues, this approach of division creation has been determined to help divisions stay more competitive (less differential between the first and last team in a division).

The last day to contest divisional placement is Wednesday Aug 9.  Please send emails to David Constant.  He will be completing the reviewing of these requests through the end of the week.

( Extending time period to contest divisional placement extended to Friday 11 August.   
REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Kathy Garcia:

· Some changes – need to take back to your teams – due to changes by EPYSA relating to management of their Database:

1. If you have secondary players on a primary team that has not been approved, may have to hold off until Sept. 2nd 
2. All rosters must be finalized, approved by Sept 1, or have to re-submit on Sept. 2nd or later.
( After team roster approved, no changes (additions, deletions) allowed until after Sept. 1st.
· League Moratorium: Starts August 28  (no PS1 changes after Aug. 28 until Sept 2nd)
 - Moratorium ends Sept. 11.
 - Fall roster freeze Sept 23 to end of season.

· Have 232 teams for LVYSL, only 76 approved so far.
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS

Hal reported:  

· Tell all of your coaches:  

1. To cancel a game, must do by PHONE  ONLY – with all information: (Site, Reason, age group, club, coach, phone number)

2. Coaches are responsible for controlling sidelines including players, assistant coaches and spectators.  
- If referee requests removal of a spectator, coach responsible to take care of that
( Have your team meetings before 1st games.

3. Game Report for each game must be submitted.
- If any problems with a ref, beyond game report you can also e-mail (not phone call)  Hal with the details and situation, include refs name.
   He will get back to you after researching.  
( Hal’s email and phone info. on website.

4. New Ref fees this fall up ($2-$6) across the board, posted on website
- LVYSL:  U15 and up will be 3 man system;  U14 and less = 1 man
- Note:  Hazleton has agreed to use 1 man system for LVYSL games.

· Hoping to get referee classes in region.
EPYSA

Wim Roset reported:
· If referees not getting games, please go to League Ref Assignor or Director to make certain they are on our list.  If unsuccessful, go to EPYSA.
· September Marks the Fourth Annual Youth Soccer Month Celebration | Learn More 
US Youth Soccer, the nation’s largest youth sports association, today announced the fourth annual Youth Soccer Month – Celebrating Soccer in America this September and several events highlighting the celebration
· The 2006 US Youth Soccer National Championships Highlight Show presented by adidas will air on Fox Soccer Channel this Friday, August 11, at 8:00 PM ET. The two-hour show will feature game highlights from the recently completed national championships, feature stories and interviews

· Increase in Youth Cup fees from $235 to $250.

· Upper Bucks lost 20% girls to PAGS.  Wim asking how we get our league better if teams leaving for other leagues?  Why not have teams play up?  
-  Hal looked at list – 3x more team from our area now playing in PAGS.
-  LVYSL can’t restrict, but clubs can restrict teams from playing in other leagues
( Should LVYSL put together Premier Division?  Tried, but not enough interest (?)
-  Bill Newill view:  LVYSL has ~ 40 clubs, very diluted, and big issue is level of coaching and coaching training.  Get more C, B and A license coaches.  
( Clear that this is a major issue, lots of emotion and agreement, but powerless to change . . . .
( Contact LVYSL if looking for training, coaching help (trainers, coaches, etc.)
Take aways:  How do we (LVYSL/Clubs) help improve coaching?
 

   EPYSA view?
OLD BUSINESS

Outcome of Select Committee?  Limited participation, made some suggestions for rule changes that will be going to the board.
U15 and older Boys – Fall Season:  Several clubs expressed interest.  Have set up separate registration  section and dates on website – will start season week later.  Looks like will have division(s) this fall.

NEW BUSINESS

None

Meeting Adjourned at 8:58 PM.

NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2006 
 7:30pm Northampton Community College Rm 189 – Hartzell Hall.
Respectively submitted by,

Doug Varney

Secretary
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