Unapproved Meeting Minutes

LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

September 12, 2006

7:30PM

Office number: 
610-530-7580 

Bill Newill Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 12:00 - 5:00pm

Registrar’s Office:
610-799-5717
Office Hours
by Appointment
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485
Call to Order:
Bernie Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

August Meeting Minutes handed out and approved; 1st Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro) 2nd Mark Plucinsky; (Tri-Boro) passed unanimously with no discussion.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

1. Bernie presented to the membership the appointment of the new league registrar, Gina Keys, to the LV executive board.  Mark Plucinsky (Tri-Boro) 1st and Debbie (Bethlehem) 2nd, Approved.
2. VP of Operations executive board position open, looking for candidates.
3. Treasurer executive board position open, looking for candidates.

4. By-Law Amendment 2nd reading – “The LVYSL member ship will add a Vice-President of Finance position to the existing executive board to oversee the direction of the league’s finances to ensure that the league stays solvent.”  This amendment item will be read for the third time and voted on at the October league meeting.

5. By-Law Amendment 2nd reading – “The LVYSL membership will remove the unnecessary positions of High School and College Liaisons from the LVYSL executive board.”  This amendment item will be read for the third time and voted on at the October league meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT:

Bob Amiano has resigned as treasurer.
League account balances are approximately $65k with payments to EPYSA of $32k and to Lehigh Univ. of $11k due shortly.
Payment to EPYSA will be sent soon and the league should have a $5000 balance going into December which is approximately what it has been in the past but the league is looking to hold a larger cushion to carry into the next quarter to cover expenses in future.

VP of FINANCE:

New position – proposed to make it an Executive Board of Director position (see Exec Dir. Report).  Will be filled by Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern)
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

· Financial statements are available for clubs with outstanding balances; please check to see if your club was among those with outstanding balances.  All balances are due immediately.
· Spring performance bond refunds will be distributed soon.

· By-Laws changes:

1. New Position proposed as Board Level position – VP Finance.
· Duties, etc. as per handout including preparation of budget, etc.

· Rich Mitstifer has volunteered to fill this position 

2. Remove League positions – College Liaison and High School Liaison

Take these to your leagues for discussion and approval next meeting

· The league is looking for volunteers to form a committee to review the paperwork required to enter and register teams.  It would be called the Paperwork Reduction Committee; interested individuals please contact Bill Newill.  Carolyn Hill (ENCO) would like to be part of the committee.

· EPL (English Premier League) trip overseas is being run by Mike Freed, flyers are available if interested.

VP OF OPERATIONS (SELECT)

Open position, looking for candidates.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Mike Schroder reported:  Commissioner’s have agreed ideal division sizes will be 6 teams = 10 games, home and away.  Division placements based on prior records.  

Small-sided: Scott Weinberger requests clubs to remind coaches of the permissible reasons to request a rescheduled game.

Large Boys:  Dave Constant reports 25% of games rescheduled.  350 scheduled games – 100 of those rescheduled.  Reminder – “Try to avoid last minute changes.”  Clarification and reminder to all coaches: Any reason to reschedule a game is acceptable prior to end of change period, after the change period ends only weather and field cancellations are acceptable reasons.
Large Girls:  Mike Schroder reiterated the same reschedule criteria as David and Scott and stated there is plenty of time to review schedules prior to final schedule posting.  

· Referee Assignor Fees are assessed to each re-scheduled game at the standard rate for games rescheduled with the appropriate time frame.

· Games rescheduled and confirmed by the games commissioner in under this time frame (less than 10 days) will be assessed a late fee of $25.
· Matches postponed by the home team are considered forfeits unless it is done prior to 5:00 PM the Thursday before or 48 hours prior to game time.

· Home Team may be responsible for referee fees if the referee(s) can not be assigned to substitute game.
· Field conflicts will be rescheduled as per the reschedule fees listed above.

· Field unplayable at the beginning of the match – the referee will be paid half of his/her fee at the field (1/4 of the whole fee paid by each team to equal half the regular fee)

· New Referee Fees are in affect and posted starting with the 2006-07 seasonal year.

· In future clubs/teams should state field conflicts on the season entry application not after schedules are released.

· If a club’s fields are not available on the given day for a division assigned play time then that team(s) may be given all away games.

· Divisional placement will be based on games commissioner assessment, a team needs 500 or better record to be move up a division.

· Register teams properly – use correct age for team as determined by the EPYSA database team ID#.  This caused scheduling conflicts this fall.
· Use your field club coordinator when doing a reschedule game to avoid conflicts.

REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Kathy Garcia:

· Rg2 due soon to EPYSA the payment will be $32, 208.50 to cover all teams, players and insurance.
Rich Mitstifer:

· Moratorium over.  Roster Freeze begins September 23rd.
Diane Moxness:

· Nothing to add
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS

Hal reported:
Game coverage: 1 U18 game not covered at Luzerne and 1 U10 game not covered due to miscommunication

Coaches not prepared: line ups jersey numbers missing, not divided in threes, exact change for referees.

Fields not ready – lines not refreshed, nets with holes

Referees losing interest in doing youth games due to scheduling, rather stay at one field for multiple games than run field to field.

Moving a game – e-mails and phone calls go to the Games Commissioner first.

Cancellations – only call Hal for same day cancellations all others go to Games Commissioners

Game Day Issues – call Games Commissioners do NOT rely on e-mail.

Questioning Referee Calls – make sure you know the Laws of the game before questioning a call made by a referee.

Control the side-lines

Reminder u14 and younger use single referee system – if assistant referees come to a game home team should pay them.

EPYSA

Teams for profit will be given to Wim Roset, LVYSL representative, to research. (i.e. starting teams for profit)
OLD BUSINESS

Mike (West End) questioned why three months ago a club tried joining the LVYSL and was rejected but joined Western Lehigh and was allowed to field teams.  Bernie explained the club was instructed to join another LVYSL member club but the choice of which club was left to them and they were accepted by W. Lehigh.  Other questions were raised about the intent of these teams and the membership was informed that the LVYSL Executive Board was aware of the concerns and was going to pursue it before bringing it to the membership.
NEW BUSINESS

· LVYSL announces that both Round Robin and Snowflake (Winter/Spring) seasons are open
· The U15 and older High School was not able to proceed due to lack of team entry.

· Western Lehigh announced the hosting of the Red Bull MLS program to enhance soccer training though the professional level, regional development for 48 players will be the fifth of its kind.  The training program starts at U15 beginning with Thursday, 9/14 tryouts.  It will be a European model academy style.  Bill Newill agreed to send a mass e-mail to announce this opportunity to players.  It will be training only and will not impact clubs.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:58 PM.

NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, October 10, 2006 
 7:30pm Northampton Community College Rm 189 – Hartzell Hall.

Respectively submitted by,

Kathy Garcia for Doug Varney, Secretary
Office Staff
1
1
LVYSL Meeting - League_2006-05-09.doc 


