Unapproved Meeting Minutes

LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

October 10, 2006

7:30PM

Office number: 
610-530-7580 

Bill Newill Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 12:00 - 5:00pm

Registrar’s Office:
610-799-5717
Office Hours
by Appointment
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485
Call to Order:
Bernie Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

September Meeting Minutes handed out and approved; 1st Debra Karchin-Bosler (Bethlehem) 2nd Mark Plucinsky; (Tri-Boro) passed unanimously with no discussion.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
Bernie Bennett reporting:
1. Bernie announced the recent loss of Tri-Boro’s past-president Art Grafenberg who died October 2nd 
2. LVYL is considering a memorial 3 v 3 tournament in memory of the soccer volunteers who pioneered soccer in the LV (Bill Schenge (Schnecksville), Dale Marsh (Stroudsburg Utd) and also Art Grafenberg (Tri-Boro) who all gave willingly of their time and talent to offer youth soccer to our players.  The memorial fundraising would go toward deserving players in our league who would otherwise be unable to participate.  Anyone willing to help establish the 3 v 3 please contact Bill Newill.
3. LVYSL has donated to the Grafenberg Scholarship Fund for Art’s daughters.
TREASURER’S REPORT: / VP of FINANCE:

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern) reporting:
· Rich and Bill Newill have started to create the VP of Finance position criteria.

· Rich will have catching up for all Quicken entries.

· There are currently three accounts, Terry Norcott-Gibbons (past Treasurer) will help the league close the inactive one.

· Rich Mitstifer and Doug Varney will be the signers for checks on the checking account.

· Hopefully a budget will be available at the January meeting (there is no December meeting) and November is too close due to the audit currently being conducted.
· The league is working with through the annual audit for the quarterly taxes which our non-profit status requires.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:
Bill Newill reporting:

· The league has submitted applications to host the two annual tournaments and the new 3 v 3 memorial to EPYSA for their approval.  President’s Day Indoor, February 2007, 28th Annual LVYSL and the 3 v 3 TBD
· It has been a quiet season so far.
· By-Laws changes:

1. By-Law Amendment 3rd reading – “The LVYSL member ship will add a Vice-President of Finance...” see attachment for complete by-law change.  This amendment item has been read for the third time and will be voted on at the November league meeting by the weighted vote using the listed club representatives.
2. By-Law Amendment 3rd reading – “The LVYSL membership will remove the unnecessary positions of High School and College Liaisons from the LVYSL executive board...” see attachment for complete by-law change.  This amendment item has been read for the third time and will be voted on at the November league meeting by the weighted vote using the listed club representatives.
VP OF OPERATIONS (SELECT)

Open position, looking for candidates.
Scott Weinberger (Pocono) reporting:

· Scott reports that the responses have been returned on the Select Program.

· Based on responses try-outs will be held in late February or early March.

· The pros and cons were analyzed and he has drafted a procedural handbook.  The league needs a few months to finalize the handbook but almost ever issue has been addressed.

· The final Select Program Guidelines will be posted to the LVYSL website for the membership.

New Select Program Highlights:

· Handbook addresses the issues of teams leaving

· Plan is to expand the program to U14

· De-emphasize select making it secondary to primary club team

· Letter will be sent to announce try-out dates, locations and times.

Questions from the membership

1. Do to postponed try-outs is the Select Program going to continue to not?

· Ans: BOD has not voted as yet.

2. Why has a membership vote not been called?

· Ans: The Select Program is in the LVYSL By-Laws and requires the procedure as for any by-law change.  If we had a VP of Operations that person could make a decision to go forward or cancel but that position is currently vacant.

3. Statement - Try-outs in March are too late for tournament entry.

· Ans: Tournaments will be selected by the BOD, so we will know which tournaments before hand.  In the past April Select Fest was the earliest tournament with the rest concentrated in late June and July.  We will follow this procedure to avoid league conflicts.

4. Members requested the club polling summary be reported.  Bill Newill reported that 30% said yes continue the select program, 32% said no discontinue the program and 38% said maybe with changes.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Large Boys:  Dave Constant (LVM) reports a wonderful season, all things going well.  Reminds clubs that it is their responsibility to make sure fields are available when requesting a reschedule.

Small-sided: Scott Weinberger (Pocono) reports the same.
Large Girls Bill Newill reporting for Mike Schoder:  Season has been quiet.  He would like to state that he has been busy assigning the referees to the Dale Marsh Stroudsburg tournament and will get back to anyone who had submitted a request for game changes sometime this week.  He apologizes for the delay.
REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro):
· The league is in roster freeze.
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern):
· Nothing to add
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS

Hal Grahn reported:
Some small issues:  He needs to get together with David Constant and Mike Schroder due to double booking of some fields.

· For September there were 37 yellow cards issued distributed amongst all clubs and no red cards.

· The clubs with issues of “no show” referees was due to new referees missing games /in accurate directions. (Nazareth, Parkland examples given)

· The clubs must specify the direction to each field and when using a site with multiple fields identify which is being used for that game.
· Bill Newill reported that he is working on a modification to the website which will require clubs to give specific site directions for next season.
· Reminders – the more changes made the less likely a referee will be assigned to a game; field sites not prepared properly (goal nets, field lines, corner flags), coaches not prepared with line-ups filled in.
· Coaches have been good.  Please if you have any issues with newer officials please bring them to Hal by e-mail do not address negative remarks to the referee directly we have already lost one official due to coaches belittling.

Request by Mark Hollan (Wyoming Valley) to use three man referee crew on U14 games to assist in calling offside.  Hal #1 issue involves number of referees available to cover all games #2 issue additional cost to clubs  Decision to table until January meeting to discuss for Spring season.
EPYSA

Wim Roset, LVYSL representative, reporting:
· Nominations for the youth referee award (u19 and younger) should be sent Cindy Field at the EPYSA office.

· Duration of game time and cost of tournaments for younger players is under review.

· Downingtown and UBSL working on indoor league.

· Central Penn held a silent weekend – check out their web site at www.udsc.org (Upper Dublin SC)

· American Cup cost has gone from $110 to $140.

· Under old business – Geographic boundaries for players: EPYSA states it is not feasible only one state has this system (CT) and it is a one league system at the state level.  Soccer is not structured as the example given of baseball leagues.
OLD BUSINESS

None
NEW BUSINESS

· Tammy Masiado (Saucon Valley) asked – Do clubs have issues with younger teams traveling 1 ½ hour to get to a game?  Her club does.
Ans: David Constant (GC) – Season schedules are built based on team record / competition which is the driving force for being in travel.

Some discussion followed and Tammy requested the league investigate the clubs position on distance.  Bernie requested reps go back to their clubs and get input or e-mail David Constant if they have an opinion to limit travel time.
· Debra Karchin-Bosler (Bethlehem) asked – Can we do something about teams running up scores?
Ans: David Constant (GC) – stated that coaches are instructed to use the check box when reporting games if there were issues such as this.  DC read from the LVYSL Rules of Play the associated passage.

Suggestion from Tim Shanahan (South Parkland) that the league add to the game reporting the ability for opposing coaches to rate the team level of play to help the games commissioners when assigning divisions.  Bill Newill will look into this to see if it is possible.
· Tammy Masiado (SV) asked – Are sponsor logos allowed on uniform?  Wim Roset (EPYSA) responded that it is frowned upon by EPYSA but no one policies the teams, so if a club chooses to do so it must be age appropriate.  Hal Grahn (Ref Assignor) noted that teams should maintain back up jerseys in case a tournament or sanctioned event prohibits it.
Meeting Adjourned at 9:01 PM.

NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 
 7:30pm Northampton Community College
Respectively submitted by,

Doug Varney, Secretary
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