Unapproved Meeting Minutes

LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

January 09, 2006

7:30PM

Office number: 
610-530-7580 

Bill Newill Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 12:00 - 5:00pm

Registrar’s Office:
610-799-5717
Office Hours
by Appointment
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485
Call to Order:
Bernie Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

November Meeting Minutes handed out and approved; 1st Mark Plucinsky (Tri-Boro) 2nd Chuck Murphy (LMYA), passed unanimously with no discussion.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Bernie Bennett reporting:

1. It has been quiet.

2. AGM information from EPYSA is posted.

3. LV Scholar Athlete Dinner is January 28th, contact Gary Toth for ticket information

TREASURER’S REPORT: / VP of FINANCE:

Rich Mitstifer and Bill Newill report that they are not finished yet.  Bernie reminded the membership that we are still looking for either a VP of Finance or a Treasurer; VP is monthly responsibility whereas the Treasurer is day in and day out.  Rich expressed the preference to do the Treasurer position.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Bill Newill reporting:

1. Indoor Tournament is open.   Deadline for on-line entrance is January 31.

2. Outdoor Tournament will offer an early bird discount

3. Reminder the AGM will be held March 11th at Fort Washington
4. New Clubs Seeking Admission:  Two clubs have applied for membership in LVYSL for Spring:

(1)  Black Mountain – Located near Jessup, PA, North of Scranton.  In existence for ~ 1 ½ years, have travel teams in North East Travel League , want to have two boys teams (U-13, U15) play in LVYSL for better competition; girls teams will remain in NETL..  Have fields at  near Scranton (1 hour 15 min. drive ex Lehigh Valley near Rts. 380 and I81 including Keystone College.   No younger teams, pull players from other travel teams that have disbanded and players who don’t make other travel teams. 

(2.)  Windgap Athletic Association:  Spokesman Troy Smith stated Windgap SC has been in existence for 25 years playing in Blue Mountain League (a founding member) – but as Blue Mountain tends to be primarily a recreation league, looking to have a more competitive league for two teams (U-11 boys, U-14 girls).  They have nine travel teams + in-house program drawing from Stroudsburg, SlateBelt and Enco areas.  BML in Spring have games on Sundays, no practice, fun and OK.  Fields are in Plainfield Township near Windgap. 
· Both clubs were tentatively accepted pending LV BOD review and final vote of the membership in February.  Since entrance will be closed by then President Bernie Bennett gave them tentative approval.
VP OF OPERATIONS (SELECT)

Open position, no report

GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Large Boys:  Dave Constant (LVM): reports the Fall 2006 standings are posted to the LV website.  The following are the divisional winners in each age group: U12B Div I West End; U12B Div II S Lehigh; U12B Div III Tri-Boro; U13B Div I S Lehigh; U13B Div II Boyertown; U14B Div I ENCO; 14B Div II Boyertown; U14B Div III Northwestern

Spring season will begin 3/31 and end 6/3 minimum 6 game schedule with a possibility of 8 games.  Game times will be the same as spring 2006.  Divisional choices through premier for U13 and older boys and girls.

Games Commissioners have had some requests from some coaches as to how to offer higher level of play, perhaps establish a Premier Division for more advanced teams.  Dave will develop a form for teams interested to apply for this – looking for history of team’s past records, essentially a team resume.  If enough interest, will try to establish a top division for several boys ages.  Ideally 4 – 5 teams / division so can schedule home and away schedule (min 6, max 8 games).  Mike S noted plan to do the same for Girls.  Plan to have this for the Spring for U13 and above – will need to have enough teams to establish higher division.  Will advertise this throughout EPYSA, etc. so may see some teams from outside LVYSL area – thus if open a premier division, travel time may increase for older age groups.
Small-sided: 
Scott Weinberger (Pocono) – all teams were winners!   Future scheduling / division layout will be primarily determined by geography.
Large Girls: Mike Schroder: reports the Fall 2006 standings are posted to the LV website.  The following are the divisional winners in each age group: U12G Div I Nazareth; U12G Div II Abington; U13G Div I “N” Nazareth; U13G Div I “S” Tri-Boro; U13G Div II West End; U14G Div I Northwestern; U15G Div I Valley; U16G Div I Stroudsburg; U18G Div I Stroudsburg; U19G Div I ENCO.

Starting Fall 2007:

· Referees:   will use a three man crew at age U14 and older both boys and girls ( clubs should budget for this..

· New schedule change policy allowing three pre-season changes.

· Schedule Changes:  

· When Spring schedules posted, permitted changes will be limited to 3 preseason changes

· Will make new allowances for:  field conflicts, Cup Play, and Tournaments.  

· The Tournament change will be permitted beyond preseason changes, but only at time of application (not when receive notice of acceptance).  

· Under review is the possibility of allowing changes to team schedules up to three weeks into the season to allow for unexpected team conflicts before locking the schedule to no changes or to allow changes throughout the season but for a fee (suggested fee $35 per change)

· Under review is the request for cross divisional play.  Only games from your team’s divisional will count toward scoring but cross play will allow teams to see a variety of teams rather than round robin.

· Web site for spring season:  Coaches will have a box to check if any send offs – Red card, coach or spectator ejection.  Purpose is to have timely reporting to the league to alert Games Commissioners to quickly look to investigate the incident.

· Referees will also report ejections on line before submitting their regular reports to the referee assignor

· Reschedule Requests for weather cancelled games will be locked out after 72 hour window – will have to call Games Commissioner directly as to why (if other coach not responding to your request, etc.).

· Rules of Play will be revised to better define suspensions dealing with ejections and red card offenses.  Plan to have these for the February Meeting.
REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro):  
· Spring registration – new team packets due to club registrar by Sunday, Feb 25th
· Club registration regular meeting likely will be April after General League Meeting – to confirm.
Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern)
· Mentioned Club Registrar training at the upcoming EPYSA Workshop if anyone is interested.
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS

Bill Newill reporting for Hal Grahn reported:
New Referee courses are being offered at Northwestern, NCACC and Stroudsburg in January and February.  Please consult the LV website for links to the Referee website for further details.

Some discussion after the mention of the 75 lost youth referees due to sideline abuse – reminder to clubs to ask coaches to address concerns to ref assignor, not to the youth referee directly during their learning period.  Also a notification from Mike Schroder that on younger games using a single referee system it is not required that the referee use club linesman and many more are opting not to due to the issues over improper behavior/age by club linesmen.

EPYSA

Wim Roset, LVYSL representative, reporting:
· Indoor Cup has started, recently U19G held at Iron Lakes LV Soccer club won

· Outdoor Cup entrance deadline January 31st
· Handout for female goalkeeper clinic

OLD BUSINESS

Bernie Bennett reported in response to Wim’s question regarding Wyoming valley status with the league that they were removed from the LVYSL membership due to non-compliance.  This took affect in November, however it wasn’t announced to allow the players the opportunity to finish the Fall season comfortably.
.
NEW BUSINESS

LMYA would like to establish older travel teams for girls that do not make their high school teams.  Possible to form an older division – but need minimum of four teams, cut off dates will be more flexible. i.e. after Easter.  But if girls were on other teams in the Fall, may have to form tournament teams since can only have five roster transfers.  It was suggested the league consider a Round Robin over several weeks to accommodate them in a tournament format. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:30 PM.

NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, March 12, 2007 
 7:30pm Northampton Community College (College Center Bldg Room 220)




(February meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather)
Respectively submitted by,

Doug Varney, Secretary
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