LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

March 12, 2007
7:30PM

Office number: 
610-530-7580 

Bill Newill Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 12:00 - 5:00pm

Registrar’s Office:
610-799-5717
Office Hours
by Appointment
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485
Call to Order:
Bernie Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

January Meeting Minutes handed out and approved with one correction: Black “Diamond” was new club applying); 1st Jan _____  (______) 2nd Bill Newill  (LMYA), passed unanimously.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Bernie Bennett reporting:

1. Two positions open on Board – VP Finance (oversees Treasurer and budget development), and Girls Games Commissioner.  Bill Newill temporarily filling this with Bernie’s support..

2. June is Elections Month – all board positions are one year term.  
3. Wolfgang Hochleitner has accepted VP Operations position.
TREASURER’S REPORT: / VP of FINANCE:

Rich Mitstifer reported:  Low point of funds typically end of December,:  end of 2005 had $23,300, end Dec 2006 had $23,128.    As of end January 2006 $40,____, but end of January (February?) 2007 was only $16,____.  As of today balance is $49,259 – slow getting checks deposited this year.  Note:  Rich just took over Treasurer’s position officially this evening.

Will be working on the budget – will be moving to online Quicken so not tied to one person, will have three people working on LVYSL books.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Bill Newill reporting:


1. Introduced several people to attendees:
- Wim Rosett:  Our EPYSA District 6 Commissioner, former LVYSL President.
- Frank Olszewski:  Executive VP of EPYSA, is from our District and LVYSL.
- John Kukitz – Alternate EPYSA district commissioner, President of Allentown Soccer League
- Wolfgang Hochleitner: Coach with LMYA and Trainer for WL, AC Perugia, PA FC
2. Indoor Tournament was a resounding success.  Turff Club donates fields – makes them our largest sponsor.  Made $6,000 from tournament.
3. 28th LVYSL Tournament is open for registration – have 24 teams signed up to date.  Remind your coaches/teams to sign up!
4. Referee Course – one ongoing at this time run by Mike Schroder.
5. AGM Meeting:  Excellent meeting held March 11th.  Mike Barr – Director of Coaching spoke, EPYSA is very successful in boys, need more women coaches and refs.  He is down on overplaying our players. A player survey had players report playing between 80-130 games per year emphasizing field play over development.  This should be closer to forty maximum including league and tournament play.  We need to coach and train the game more!
6. Some Clubs have not been submitting performance bonds – Bill following up with them.
Also, moving to annual year versus Season by Season for tracking Performance Bonds, etc.  

7. Looking for Girls Games Commissioner as Bernie mentioned.

8. Two clubs applying for LVYSL membership:

(1)  Pocono Mountain East Futball Club: Tom Rome, Varsity Soccer Coach at Pocono Mountain East HS for last 18 (28?) years.  Local club doesn’t support older boys ages, goal is have older age group teams for developing players.  Looking at U15, 17, 19 for Girls in the Fall and also for the Boys.  Located in Swiftwater, PA near Camelback Ski Area and near The Crossings outlet center.  Have 2 large sided fields now and will have two more fields shortly. Getting ~ 35 players now for conditioning at the high school.  Will look at expanding to younger age groups depending on availability of qualified coaches and player availability.  Will be focused on Travel Soccer only, no plans to have IM teams.  The demographics show 40% more in West Side vs. East Side of Pocono Mountain School – getting more players trying our for high school teams than playing on travel soccer teams.

(2)
FC Lehigh:  Spokesman Dave Weitzman.  He and his colleagues are putting together a club along the lines of FC Delco with the goal of becoming nationally recognized.  Will start at U9/U10 through U12 initially, play locally in Lehigh Valley, will be based out of Lehigh University with satellite locations including Lehigh County fields, etc.  If teams aren’t challenged, plan to move up in age brackets vs. move to other clubs.  Goal is to have two teams per age bracket, competitive with each other.
Focus is on player development, eventually to get to national level of play by providing professional coaches from top to bottom.  This club will not be for every player.

Quite a lot of discussion re: intent of club, how fits in to LVYSL, fields, cost of running and training, how to fund training for players without financial means (looking for sponsorship)..  
Next step:  Take this back to your clubs for vote to accept or not accept at next General Meeting.
VP OF OPERATIONS
This position now filled – Wolfgang Hochleitner.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Large Boys/Girls:  Bill N reported for Dave Constant (LVM): Has medals for Fall season.

Have 226 teams for Spring (214 lowest, 231 highest ever) – 102 boys, 61 girls, 63 small sided.

Bill is getting lots of email requests from coaches requesting time changes – do not email Bill!  Got to games commissioners!  Hal added – numerous fields already illegally scheduled – games requests/changes coming in for times that will conflict with previously scheduled games. Example – one club has four conflicts on one weekend already.  League Reps can pull up field schedules on website.
Tried to offer higher level of play with a Premier Division for more advanced teams – but only had 3 or 4 applications, so will not have for this Spring.  Will keep on website and potentially look at for Fall or next Spring.

Small-sided: 
Scott Weinberger (Pocono) – Schedules are out, up to three changes allowed.  Deadline is March 16 for schedule changes.  After then only change for tournament, weather and State Cup.  Will try to accommodate schedule change requests and the divisional placement.  Discussion re:  why some divisions only got six games vs. eight?  League policy is min 6 games for Spring; did get lots of feedback from teams grateful for six games, as many as complaints from other teams that wanted more games.. 
REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro):  
LVYSL team statistics:

· Total number of teams primary and secondary to LVYSL in 2006-07:
299 

· Total number of primary teams to LVYSL in 2006-07:


263 

· Will have paid EPYSA around $50,000 in player and team fees for 2006-07 
Key Dates:

· Moratorium and Cup Roster Freeze begin March 15th;  Moratorium ends April 2nd 

· LVYSL Roster Freeze begins April 9th and ends May 21st in time for Memorial Day tournaments 
· LV Annual Club Registrar Meeting: will be held April 10th after the general meeting LV Tournament

· The LV Tournament will no longer accept secondary player pass.  All players must have a primary pass and secondary players will be considered guest players requiring primary passes to participate. 
· Looking for tournament registrars for each of three sites to register teams on Saturday, June 9th.  These tournament registrars will be paid for the work day of 7am to 2pm.  There may be a one hour training session before the tournament based on the persons prior experience with soccer team registration. (date & time TBD) 
Referee Update
· Any form of referee abuse or assault to their person or property must be reported directly to EPYSA first.

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern):  No additions
REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS

Hal Grahn reported:
New Referee courses are being offered at NCACC
Please consult the LV website for links to the Referee website for further details.

Starting Fall 2007  will use a three man crew at age U14 and older, both boys and girls (clubs should budget for this).  Longer term Hal would like to look at doing this at U13, etc.
EPYSA

Wim Roset, LVYSL representative, reported:
· ___________
· ___________
· State Cup takes precedence over Tournaments;  a player may only play on one team in a tournament.

· U17 and above – remember can have a roster of 22 players on the team, but for each game can only roster 18 players!
OLD BUSINESS

None
NEW BUSINESS

None
Meeting Adjourned at 8:50 PM.

NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, April  10, 2007 
 7:30pm 
Northampton Community College (Room 220 College Center)  
Respectively submitted by,

Doug Varney, Secretary
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