Approved Meeting Minutes

LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College

November 13. 2007

7:30 PM

Office number: 
610- 

Rob Rooney Email: info@lvysl.org 

Office Hours:
TBA
Registrar’s Office:
610-799-5717
Office Hours
by Appointment
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA"  2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044  (800) 562-7485

Call to Order:
David Constant called the meeting to order at 7:40PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

June minutes approved with the following changes: Wim did not report on a referee course and Hal was in attendance and reported Tournament went well
August minutes approved with the following change: Frank reports that the Academy program was run through USSF not USYSA
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

David Constant (LVM) reports:
1. Discussed the request of UBSL to form an alliance with LVYSL in spring 2008 using UBSL scheduling procedure and LVYSL entry procedures.  The BOD will discuss this further.

2. There was an issue raised over the LV Rules of Play regarding secondary players.  David polled the members to determine how many use secondary players to form teams.  There were several clubs in attendance who do so.

3. Some discussion regarding having a pre-season coaches meeting due to the fact that clubs are not disseminating information to coaches and coaches are uninformed.

4. Old tournament balls and tee shirts will be donated.
TREASURER’S REPORT – VP of FINANCE:

Rich Mitstifer (NW) Treasurer reports that he has refund checks for the clubs he called out.  These refunds would be for monies owed clubs by the league prior to Fall 2007.  Balances as of October 2007 $43,890 compared to Oct 2006 at $51, 297 however Rich asks that it be noted that in 2006 the fees to Lehigh University of $10,500 had not been paid while they had been paid in 2007 in September so we are ahead of last year.
Doug Jinks (Tri-Boro) VP of F  reports that he has received the software for Quick Books and he expects to have a preliminary budget for the BOD by January for review by the membership hopefully at the January general meeting.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Rob Rooney – not present.  David Constant reporting for him: 
1. LVYSL Round Robin 2007 will be played this weekend Nov 17-18.  Hal has been sent the schedule for referees.  Scott Weinberger will be the site coordinator.
2. EPYSA has approved our tournaments for 2008
3. Rob will contacting clubs with delinquent accounts in the next few weeks.

VP OF OPERATIONS:
Wolfgang Hochleitner not present however David Constant reports that he is working on updating the LVYSL Rules of Play and developing a survey for the Select program.
GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS

Small sided game’s commissioner
Large Boys & Girls commissioners
Bernie Bennett (Tri-Boro) reporting for all:
1. The last two weeks have been crazy for Hal with all the weather changes so he should be commended for getting the games covered.  There were hundreds of changes.
2. All games should have been rescheduled by now, the upcoming weekend is the last weekend for games with one or two exceptions.

3. The GC tried a round robin grouping for certain divisions of U12-13 girls (8 team division) and U12 boys (7 team division) to prompt higher level competition.  It went well for the girls 8 team division however it was complicated for the boys 7 team division.  It had a lot of things to be ironed out but it will be looked at again now that the trial was completed

REGISTRAR’S REPORT

Kathy Garcia (Tri-Boro) states that too many teams do not have their line ups prepared for the referees a game time and that teams must use the most current stamped line up at each game.  If out of league teams need a LR to stamp a line up for use in LVYSL then please contact a LR.
Roster Freeze lifts on Monday November 19th.  However club must be in good standing to have PS1 changes approved.

Rich Mitstifer (Northwestern):  nothing to add
Gina Keys (Tri-Boro, AC Perugia; LVSC):  not present
Diane Moxness (Stroudsburg):  not present
OFFICE REPORT: 
Kathy Garcia reports that several clubs have ineligible players taking the field and that these club will have fines applied and well as possible forfeits after review by the BOD.

Also referees reports indicate several complaints by referees to the LVYSL which the BOD will also need to review.  See addendum for exact items.

REFEREE ASSIGNORS REPORTS: 
Hal Grahn reports that:
1. There is a Grade 8 Referee course being held at West End Youth Center in Allentown in early December
2. There is another Grade 8 Referee course pending to be held at NCACC please contact Mike Schroeder for sign up

3. Hal would like another Grade 8 course held in late February or early March in the northern area to help with the shortage of younger officials there

4. Coaches and clubs not communicating, calling Hal for reschedule, waiting to the last minute to put in requests

5. All the games from the weather related reschedules have bee covered except for two out of 1250 games due to officials being pulled for college games.
6. The more experienced referees will be assigned to the LV Round Robin this weekend.

EPYSA

Wim Roset reports:  Personal comment Wim thinks the coaches meeting is a good idea
1. Requests that membership continue contacting State legislators regarding proposed Chester franchise for MLS

2. John Kukitz (Allentown) named National Chairman of Soccer Start youth program.
3. EPYSA annual workshop will be held at USTC February 2nd.
Frank Olzewski reports:  Personal comment Frank suggest the Pass back program for the LV donation of balls and tee shirts
1. EPYSA workshop is a great opportunity coaches should attend
2. Presenters will be Sam Snow the father of the youth module, Erica Walsh- ODP player, Head Coach Women’s program at Penn State and Tony DiCiccio.

3. A YM will be given over the weekend for anyone interested

4. There will be a very informative class given on college recruiting

5. Many District VI members owe monies to EPYSA it is due Nov 15th
6. MLS awarded a franchise to Seattle and the Chester one is still pending but looks good.  Delaware donated $30,000,000 toward the project

7. Charlotte Moran is looking into liability coverage to cover everyone, more info will follow

8. Nick Cirilli is requesting the nominations for the HS Junior/Senior soccer players for the Union Good Citizenship Awards.  EPYSA gets fifteen players, it is $1000 scholarship due on 1/14/08 with award ceremony 5/8/08

9. Frank would also like to thank the LVYSL for supporting the Lehigh Valley Scholar Athlete ceremonies.  The upcoming one in January will be the 25th annual for the boys.

OLD BUSINESS 
Third reading of the By-Law proposed amendment regarding requiring clubs to travel a set distance to games
NEW BUSINESS

1. Question from Russell Bass (Catasauqua): Is LV joining with UBSL?  David Constant responded no we are looking to form an alliance for spring as he described in his report.  BOD is exploring the concept with UBSL
2. Question from Mark Walker (Nazareth): Is there any info on the premier divisions?  David replied nothing new other than LV will be promoting it earlier this year, last year it was done too late

3. Question from Russell Bass (Catasauqua):  Is the league going to do something about lop-sided scoring?  He has heard that teams are getting blown away 13 nothing.  David, Bernie, Hal and Kathy all stated that they had no knowledge and had not seen any large number of goals scored.  Bernie will check the reports to be sure.

4. It was mentioned that there is bill in Harrisburg 6:14 to waive the fee for back ground checks for volunteers.  Please support it by contacting your legislators.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:31PM. Motion was made by Rich Mitstifer seconded by Bernie Bennett
NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

Tuesday, January 8, 2008
 7:30pm 
Northampton Community College

Respectively submitted by,

Kathy Garcia, Acting Secretary
TO DO LIST:

Look into premier division and advertisement
LVYSL 2007- 11-13
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