LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College – 189 Hartzell Hall, Gates Center

January 13, 2004

7:00PM

Office number: 
610-434-7561 


Doug Jinks E-mail: dougj710@rcn.com

Office Hours:
Monday 5:00 – 7:00 PM; Tuesday 5:00 – 8:00 PM; Wednesday 5:00 – 8:00 PM; 

Registrar’s Office 
(“THE TURFF CLUB” location):
484-765-0150
Office Hours
Monday – Friday 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA” 2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044 
(800) 562-7485
Call to Order:
Bernie Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
The prior board meeting minutes were handed out and approved (Mike S/ Bill Newell).

PRESIDENTS REPORT (Bernie Bennett)
Referee Assignor: Beth Witte resigned; Mike Schroder has agreed to take on the small-sided games in addition to the large sided.  Will re-evaluate the workload after the spring season to determine if we can get by with one ref assignor, or if the workload is too great.

Dues:  For two years have discussed the need to raise fees.  For the next year (Fall 2004/Spring 2005) we definitely will have to raise the fees.  This will be the first increase in approximately five years.  A review of the Treasurer’s reports shows that our costs are increasing.  The Executive Board will meet in the next two weeks and develop a recommendation for review and approval at the February General Meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT  (Tom Hess, VP Finance)
End of November had ~ $16,000 vs. $20,000 end-October.  At the end of December, cash balance was down to $5.846 due to Select Tryouts.  <Note:  per Jan 2003 meeting notes, cash balance for 31 Dec 2002 was $29,275). 

The preliminary budget prepared by Tom Hess for 9/1/04 – 8/31/05 shows a deficit of $7,000 - $13,000 for the year. 

Question – Would any monies be available from grants, donations, etc?  Doug Jinks looked into this after he was brought on board, tried but was not successful.  Now with redesigned web site, will re-try using  the web site for advertising;  B. Bennet will check out grants but is not optimistic.

Tom Hess to issue written treasurer’s report.

SELECT TEAM PROGRAM  (Bob Amiano)

No report. 

GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS  (Ken Laramee, Doug Jinks)
U11 Format:  Ken Laramee, Small Games Commissioner, brought up the issue for feedback.  Asked if anyone knew where EPYSA was on this issue.  

Per November meeting minutes:  LVYSL is asking clubs for feedback on U11 game format -- 8v8 versus 11v11, double games, etc for next meeting.  Issues include A vs B players in double games, issue with tournaments (most are 11v11), versus benefit of small sided soccer.  Want to address this at same time as match times.

Rich Mitstifer offered feedback that he has heard was that coaches did not like the back-to-back game format, and the 20-minute halves are too short to adequately substitute players.

Doug Jinks suggested offering both formats for next fall as currently done in the spring.  There was no further discussion, and Bernie Bennett asked that League Reps go back to their clubs suggesting that format for the Fall.  Will implement unless there is negative feedback.

( Need feedback from Clubs at February general meeting for decision.  

Doug Jinks reported in the Winter/Spring League all teams got at least one game in and are cup eligible.  Will re-pick up schedule in March, weather permitting.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Doug Jinks)
Tournament (outdoor):  Hotel contracts are coming in – four signed.  Application will go on-line shortly before/after the indoor tournament.  Leaning towards after. 

E and D Coaching courses:  Put out multiple requests for a facility to run an indoor course (E and/or D).  No positive responses.  We’re looking at a course in June at this point.  Contacted the Turff Club regarding running courses there.  If the league is running an E and/or D, they’re not making money on the court.  And even if the league pays for the necessary court time, the Turff Club may need the time to run their leagues.  Asked the Turff Club to give us a ballpark estimate for fees.  Passed along an example of the amount of court time in days / and specific hours both courses would require.  

NSCAA Advanced Regional Course: Will be hosted by Nazareth  March 26, 27, and 28.  Contact Brian Krenicky 610-746-3936.

Doug mentioned that he had been contact by someone in the Poconos interested in joining the league.  It appears the person who made contact is a former coach of a current league club.  The league representative for that club will contact the former coach to sort out the direction.

WEB site.  Changed the home page and how it navigates.  We are still uploading documents.  The Indoor Tournament information and Spring information are on the website.  The Rules of Play is being edited / will upload when that’s done.  Using a computer and overhead projector, Doug entered the WEB site and gave a brief demonstration of how and where to find necessary documents for entering the spring season.  One of the documents located showed a timeline for clubs entering.  Entrance began today.

REGISTRARS REPORT  

Kathy Garcia reported that all appears in pretty good shape.  She mentioned that 10 clubs had outstanding Registration issues, mostly RMA’s.  She reminded everyone that RMA’s (the coach’s disclosure form) should be submitted as a club to EPYSA.  

Kathy also said that the Fines Report was up-to-date and invited League Reps to view the listings under their club.

The Select registration process will require that the Select coaches maintain the player pass.  This comes from EPYSA.  Coaches (Select and Club) will have to coordinate for tournaments.  Club coaches will not have the players pass for league games.  A copy of the pass will be offered, but the player can always sign the roster on game day.

Kathy said the entries for the 2004 LVYSL Indoor Tournament to be held in February (President’s weekend) at the Turff Club were coming in slowly.  She established a cutoff date of February 7th for entries.

Referee Assignor:  

Mike Schroder thanked everyone and reminded all of the two-hour rule for game cancellations.  Mike will continue to try to increase the number of young referees. 

EPYSA REPORT  (Wim Roset)

No report.

NEW BUSINESS

None

NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

February 10th at 7:00 PM.  
Northampton Community College.   189 Hartzell Hall, Gates Center

Bernie Bennett adjourned the meeting at 9:00 PM.

Respectively submitted by,

Doug Varney
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