LEHIGH VALLEY YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE

GENERAL LEAGUE MEETING

Northampton Community College – 189 Hartzell Hall, Gates Center

February 10, 2004

7:00PM

Office number: 
610-434-7561 


Doug Jinks E-mail: dougj710@rcn.com

Office Hours:
Monday 5:00 – 7:00 PM; Tuesday 5:00 – 8:00 PM; Wednesday 5:00 – 8:00 PM; 

Registrar’s Office 
(“THE TURFF CLUB” location):
484-765-0150
Office Hours
Monday – Friday 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM
League Web Site: 
http://www.lvysl.org
State Office: 
"EPYSA” 2 Village Road, Suite #3, Horsham, PA  19044 
(800) 562-7485
Call to Order:
Bernie Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

Roll Call: 
Club fines for non-attendance are based on the sign-in sheet.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
The prior board meeting minutes were handed out and approved (Tom H/Ken L).

Guest Speakers:  Mark Krikorian, Coach of the Philadelphia Charge, and Mark Reda.
College Guidance Partnership:  Mark and Mark run seminars on college selection and scholarships and help match colleges to the student athlete.  They have done seminars with Kirkwood Soccer and other organizations.  The informational seminars are for no charge.  The fee for those that sign on is $495 – covers the entire high school period (same price regardless of when sign up).  They target freshman and sophomores, create a profile for the student (interests, activities, areas of interest, etc.), look at transcripts, have financial and admission officers from various colleges on the team who look over it and offer advice and direction for student.  Web site is www.collegepartnership.com
The next seminar is Thursday Feb. 12 at Warren Hospital – free admission.  

PRESIDENTS REPORT (Bernie Bennett)
State AGM (Annual General Meeting of EPYSA) – will be March 7th at Valley Forge convention center (coaches clinics are prior day).  Mandatory for each club to have a representative attend.  

Board Elections:  Elections will be held at the June meeting.  If anyone is interested, or you know someone that is interested, please contact Bernie.  Will definitely need boys large-sided games commissioner

TREASURER’S REPORT  (Tom Hess, VP Finance)
Hand out – shows FY2003 actual, FY2004 budget, and month-by-month actuals for September through December.  At the end of December 2003 had $5,846 balance vs. $20,080 end of October.  The preliminary budget prepared by Tom Hess for 9/1/04 – 8/31/05 shows a deficit of $3,444 for the year if include the Registration Fee increase of $25 / team ($5,300) proposed by the Executive Board.

Questions:  Registration fees appear lower than prior years ($58,000 vs. $60-$65,000); Kathy is looking into why.  Do we have the cash balances over the last five years to compare?  Per Paul Steimitz and Dave Bates we had previously passed on EPYSA fee increases a couple of years ago.  D. Bates asked what it is actually costing us to register a team (per player fees and per team fees = ?).  

Wim Roset indicated that EPYSA may be increasing registration fees and reduce the game assignment kickback ($0.50/game).

The Executive Board proposal is to increase the Team Registration Fee by $25 for 2004/2005and a $25 spring participation fee.  Wim made a motion to accept the $25 increase based on the information we have now, seconded by Dave Bates.  Discussion on motion – will this increase also apply to secondary teams?  Yes.  What about performance bonds?  The motion passed unanimous.  

SELECT TEAM PROGRAM  (Bob Amiano)

The program is moving ahead, no issues.

GAMES COMMISSIONERS REPORTS  (Ken Laramee, Doug Jinks)
U11 Format:  Ken Laramee, Small Games Commissioner, reported all girls are playing 11 v 11 for Spring, none selected 8 v 8.  For Fall, discussed option of 8v8 or 11v11 with no double or back to back game format.  Ken made a motion to offer option of 8v8 single game or 11v11 option starting Fall 2004  Discussion – can still roster up to 18 on team, pluses and minus of small sided vs. large sided discussed.  Major impact of the motion would be to eliminate the 8 v 8 back to back games now offered in the Fall season.  Motion seconded by Tom Hess.  The motion passed 12 for, 8 opposed.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Doug Jinks)
Mark Reda Seminar:  Doug J. and Bernie B. propose to host seminar at Kiva Center in next several weeks.  There would be no expense or commitment on the part of LVYSL.  Any comments or concerns please email them to Doug Jinks.  Although this is a commercial venture, it is a good cause for soccer players/parents looking for soccer post-high school. 
Tournament (outdoor):  Will have information next meeting, wrapping up Indoor Tournament now.

Winter League:  Coaches proposing to schedule their own games (before Spring Season) – will work with Referee Assignor. 

Spring League:  Due to a hitch, one club entered 13 teams late, so LVYSL is reopening the schedule to admit these teams.  Trying to resolve division placement appeal promptly – so will mass email everyone to request coaches to re-look at divisional placement.  Also, have established Division A as a second First Division. 

NSCAA Advanced Regional Course: Site of course was secured by Nazareth Soccer Club and will be hosted by Blue Mountain League. March 26, 27, and 28.  Contact Brian Krenicky 610-746-3936.  Information is on LVYSL Website.

WEB site.  Will be changing internet providor due to problems with the current provider (email issues, etc.).  Bill Newell will change providor after divisional information wrapped up, will require 1 – 2 day down time. 

REGISTRARS REPORT  (Tom Mitsifer, )

Tom Mitsifer reported that March 1st is last date for new teams and March 15 for roster changes.

Several reported having problems with the EPYSA site for roster, coaches changes in past week.  Advised that is there is a timing issue to go ahead and contact Donna at EPYSA directly, or if timing not critical to go through Kathy of LVYSL.

Club Registrars are invited March 6 for feedback session at the AGM.

Referee Assignor:  (Mike Schroder)

Referee Refresher Course:  Mike reported that referee-training classes were well attended.  New rules:

· The Federation 100% supports that only pass carrying players and coaches are allowed on one side of field, all others must be on other side.   Referees will be enforcing this as a Federation rule (not limited to LVYSL, although it is a LVYSL rule).  If a coach or team refuses, the referee can call the match and the game would be forfeited.  

· Liquid refreshments on the field during a stoppage in play:  NOT ALLOWED – players must come to touchline.  

· Excessive celebration after a goal (cartwheels, leaving the field, etc.) will be an offense.  

Game Cancellations:  Reminder that cancellations require minimum two hours phone notice, otherwise will be responsible for ref fees.  This also applies to small-sided games.  Note:  the only legitimate reasons are (1) unplayable due to weather, or (2) cup match conflict (takes precedence for field, or (3) school refused to allow you take the field when show up.

Referee Course:  Will be running a referee course in March (19-21) or April (2-4) – will be held in Northampton Community College. 

EPYSA REPORT  (Wim Roset)

Red card requires minimum one game suspension, even if appealed.  .If expelled out of cup game, must serve suspension at next cup game.

Seeding sheets for cup are due Feb. 11.  Intramural coaches get risk management coverage after April 1st on EPYSA site.  March 6 demo/workshops for registrars at EPYSA AGM; 2:00 pm will be tournament sponsor meetings.  

July 28th there will be a. Manchester United game in Philadelphia.

Motion made that 2004-05 electronic registration will be mandatory.  Only Delco hasn’t done this.

EPYSA Feb. 16 meeting – on the table by USYSA to increase player fees by $0.50 effective Sept 2004, or $0.25/player increase each year next two years.  Also proposing to cut out the $0.50 kickback for game assignment starting Fall 2004  (impact ~ $5,000 to LVYSL?).

AGM - Intramural club directors or designee must attend the IM meeting on March 7, if miss = $100 penalty

Elections coming up – two-year terms, partial turnover. 

NEW BUSINESS

Requests for missing information on website – email to Doug Jinks so we can prioritize the work.

NEXT LEAGUE MEETING

March 9th  at 7:00 PM.  
Northampton Community College.   189 Hartzell Hall, Gates Center

Bernie Bennett adjourned the meeting at 8:50 PM.

Respectively submitted by,

Doug Varney
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